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Congratulations must go to Church End Brewery who
have once again come up trumps at the Great British
Beer Festival, held as ever at Olympia in Kensington
in August. Their Gravediggers won gold in the mild
category and Fallen Angel bronze in the strong bitter
(the gold went to Greytrees Afghan Pride). Supreme
Champion Beer of Britain was Surrey Hills Shere Drop
with Afghan Pride winning silver and Oakham Citra
bronze. The other winners were Tintagel Excalibur in
the Strong Milds/Old Ales category, Bingham’s Vanilla
Stout in the Speciality class, Citra in the Golden Ales
and Dancing Duck in the Bitter category. After 10
years of attending - three as a punter and seven as
a volunteer working with our own Paul Hamblett I
haven’t been in the last 4 years after heart surgery
meant that the physical demands of working there
became too much for me but I know that many of
Coventry CAMRA committee members still work there
or attend as punters.
Congratulations are also due to the Broomﬁeld Tavern
which was recently voted third best pub in the CAMRA
West Midlands County Pub of the Year competition.
The winner was the Plough and Harrow Cradley Heath
and the runner up the Fountain in Walsall.
It is very encouraging to be able to focus in this issue
on the renaissance of the Newlands Hotel in Tile Hill
as a real ale venue thanks to the drive, ambition and
initiative of licensee Kieran Walker - it is well worth a
visit if you are in the area and easy to get to, situated
as it is on bus routes on Tile Hill Lane.
I am delighted to be able to report that we have had
a response to my request for information on the holes
in our records of the Coventry Beer Festival, thanks to
reader Andy Blaylock. There are two articles this issue
on this subject, one written by our estimable secretary
Louise Madder who gives her own take on this in a
fascinating piece. Information on our 2020 festival
should follow once the date has been set.
Although several CAMRA festivals in our and
surrounding regions have fallen by the wayside in
recent years (they take a huge amount of time,
effort and organisation to get off the ground, and a
budget has to be submitted to CAMRA for approval)
it has given me great pleasure to attend festivals
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at Bromsgrove, Hereford and Shrewsbury in recent
months, all of which I thought were excellent as well
as a really successful beer festival helpers’ coach trip to
Newcastle under Lyme.
At the time of writing I am eagerly anticipating my
Friday visit to the Harbury festival, one of the trickier
ones to get to by public transport, in the glorious
setting of the village hall and this year starting earlier
in the afternoon. For those not aware the Great British
Beer Festival Winter (and yes that is how it is styled)
is coming to New Bingley Hall in Hockley, Birmingham
for the ﬁrst of three years (February 4-8) cunningly
placed in the calendar to follow the Manchester
Festival at Manchester Central and before the Derby
Winter Festival at the Roundhouse). I have been asked
to source some of the beers for this and have already
been putting out feelers on my travels as I attempt to
ﬁnd unusual and/or little known breweries from far and
wide.
Talking of which I have recently been on a rail holiday
in the Northern Netherlands based in the Hotel
Parkzicht a wonderful establishment in the small town
of Veendam which has its own brewery, indeed it styles
itself as a brewhotel. As well as its own creations it
was selling a tremendous range of bottled beers from
around the Netherlands which now has an exciting
variety of quality beers in a scene which has improved
immeasurably in recent years.
Just a month before that I had been in Lviv to watch
a couple of Ukraine internationals in the Euro 2020
qualiﬁers. Lviv is the most westernised of all Ukrainian
cities and boasts architecture bearing the hall marks of
the Hapsburg (Austro-Hungarian) Empire, under whose
control the country was for many years - think Vienna
and Budapest to get an idea. The beer scene here has
come on in leaps and bounds with an inﬂux of craft
beers at its city centre venues, the most noteworthy
of which is the Pravda Beer Theatre on Rynok Square
which recently attained international exposure when it
featured in The Guardian’s 10 of the best brewery tap
rooms feature last year. It is a great spot to enjoy Lviv’s
Renaissance architecture while sampling Lviv’s ﬁrst
craft brewery. Ukraine is the largest country entirely in
Europe and is a very inexpensive destination for British
beer tourists as it is by some indicators regarded as the
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poorest country in Europe (I hope to be able to report
on another candidate for that status, Moldova, in the
next issue).
Forthcoming beer festivals I hope to attend (check
websites for full details):
Harbury 30th August
Tamworth 5th September
Cleethorpes Light Railway Rail Ale,
Jazz and Blues Festival 13th September
Cannock 20th September
Solihull 4th October
Oxford 25th October
Woking 9th November

Branch Contacts
Secretary - Louise Madder
secretary@coventry.camra.org.uk
Chairman - Mike Tierney
chairman@coventry.camra.org.uk
Editor - Graham Paine
editor@coventry.camra.org.uk
Social Secretary - Paul Hamblett
socials@coventry.camra.org.uk
Telephone 02476 427675
Email: contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

Branch Website

Happy supping!
Graham Paine
Editor Pint Sides

Coventry & District
coventry.camra.org.uk
twitter: @covcamra

To Advertise
2000 copies of PintSides are distributed
throughout the Coventry & Warwickshire area,
as well as Central Birmingham.
To place an advert or enquire about our rate
card please contact:
Neil Richards - 01536 358670
n.richards@btinternet.com

Trading Standards
All initial requests for consumer advice are
dealt with by Consumer Direct, the national
Consumer advice helpline. Consumers can contact
Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06
(Minicom users should call 08451 28 13 84).
Consumers can also email Consumer Direct via their
website: www.consumerdirect.gov.uk
Consumer Direct telephone opening hours:
Monday - Friday 8am - 6:30pm,
Saturday 9am - 1pm.
Copyright CAMRA. All rights reserved.
Pint Sides is published by the Coventry and
District Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of
CAMRA Ltd or its Branch.
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LOCAL NEWS
COVENTRY
The pub on Warwick Street in Earlsdon that was
previously called the Kiki Lounge and Watchmakers
Arms but was best known as the Earlsdon Cottage
is to reopen and will be newly named simply as The
Cottage. The pub will be operated by Charles Wells Ltd
and will be part of their Pizza, Pints and Pots chain of
pubs. This is the ﬁrst site for this pub concept in the West
Midlands. Charles Wells have an established base in
the West Midlands so they felt that the choice of a site
In Coventry was natural. The council have approved
the application for a licence for the premises although
refurbishment works to the pub have yet to commence.
The pub will offer wood-ﬁred pizza with a wide variety
of other dishes also available. When refurbishment
works are completed the pub will operate from 9am to
11 pm Sunday to Thursday and 9am until midnight on
Friday and Saturday.
CAMRA Grade 2 listed pub the Biggin Hall on Binley
Road has had a major makeover. It closed for 2 weeks in
August when it underwent a complete overhaul which
has resulted in several brand new features including a
newly designed bar area which showcases the pub’s
array of cask ale. Manager Gary Hopkins commented
“The pub looks great, the results are fantastic.
The Bull & Anchor, Wheelwright Lane in Ash Green
has undergone a major refurbishment. It is part of
the Greene King Hungry Horse chain. As well as the
usual range of Greene King beers the pub stocks Byatts
Brewery cask ales as permanent rotating guest beers.
The Old Crown Inn on 89 Windmill Road is to be
converted into a 12 bedroom house in multiple
occupation (HMO) The plans for this historic pub have
attracted considerable controversy and a petition
was raised in protest at the loss of the pub. Despite
opposition the developer’s proposals were eventually
accepted by planning committee at the third time of
asking.
It was noted previously that Whitefriars Olde Ale
House in Gosford Street, which had been on the
market for some time, had an “Under Offer” sign on
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the building. The sign had been on the building for
several months but has now disappeared. It is assumed
the pub is still on the market but is not known if
there has been any recent expression of interest from
prospective buyers.
The future of the Grapes pub in Radford is uncertain.
Plans had been submitted to demolish the existing
building, replacing it with 33 ﬂats. However, a
campaign group formed to save the pub secured a
massive planning win recently when the demolition
plans were refused, with the head of planning saying
in a report that “there is no justiﬁcation for the loss
of the building”, noted as a heritage asset and a
community facility. The decision means the pub cannot
be demolished without planning consent, offering a
degree of protection.. However, whilst acknowledging
their victory, the campaigners, acknowledged there is
more work to be done before pints will be pulled again
at the pub.
The lease for the Gosford Arms in Far Gosford St is
currently on the market. According to the agents
handling the sale of the lease, the pub, which has 12
lettings rooms, is free of tie and is available as a going
concern.

KENILWORTH
It was reported in the previous edition that the Ale
Rooms on Smalley Place had recently opened. Initially
opening times were ﬂuid until the business was settled.
Opening times have now been ﬁxed and it is open
between 3pm to 11pm from Monday to Thursday,
midday to midnight on Friday and Saturday and
midday to 10pm on Sunday. Beers from Coventry’s
newly established Triumph brewery are often available.
It was also reported in the previous edition that the
Abbey Field pub had opened in the High Street on
what had previously been a Loch Fyne restaurant. It is
part of the Chef & Brewer chain of pubs countrywide
owned by Greene King. Whilst it stocks the expected
range of Greene King products a recent visit found that
beers from Otter and St Austell were also on sale.
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The New National CAMRA
Discount Scheme
I am sure that most readers will
be aware that one of the beneﬁts
of CAMRA membership has
been £20 worth of Wetherspoon
vouchers. CAMRA has replaced
the Wetherspoon vouchers with a
new CAMRA owned and operated
voucher scheme. The CAMRA
Voucher scheme is a member beneﬁt that entitles
members to £30 (sixty vouchers of ﬁfty pence) off a
pint of Real Ale, Cider or Perry.
Each voucher is stamped with a start and end date and
must be redeemed within this time. A membership card
should be produced when using vouchers as proof of
membership.
The CAMRA Voucher Scheme is in addition to the Real
Ale Discount Scheme, where around 3500 pubs across
the country offer great discount beneﬁts to membership
card-carrying CAMRA members. Details of the local
pubs offering discounts can be found elsewhere in this
magazine.
All new and renewing CAMRA members will now
receive:
• £30 (60 x 50p) worth of CAMRA Real Ale, Cider
and Perry Vouchers
• Redeemable at over 1470 pubs nationwide,
including J D Wetherspoon, Stonegate, Brains
and Castle Rock managed pubs

•

All vouchers will be valid for the length of
membership for added ﬂexibility

All existing Wetherspoon vouchers are still valid during
the next 12 months.
Some of the pubs near to me that are taking part in this
national scheme at the time of writing are:
Aardvark, 1-2 The Butts, Coventry, CV1 3GR
Castle Grounds, 7 Little Park Street, Coventry, CV1 2UR
City Arms, 1 Earlsdon Street, Coventry CV5 6EP
Earl of Mercia, 18 High Street, Coventry, CV1 5RE
Flying Standard, 2-10 Trinity Street, Coventry, CV1 1FL
Old Clarence, 73 Earlsdon Avenue North, Coventry,
CV5 6GN
Phoenix, 122 Gosford Street, Coventry, CV1 5DL
Spon Gate, Unit 2M, The Sky Dome, Coventry, CV1 3AZ
Varsity, Gibbet Hill Road, Coventry, CV4 7AJ
To get an up-to-date listing for the pubs near you, enter
your postcode at:
www.camra.org.uk/join/membership-benefits/
camra-voucher-scheme
CAMRA promotes responsible drinking and thus
encourages all vouchers to be used responsibly at all
times.
Jim Witt

MASHIONISTAS UPDATE
Mashionistas completed their ﬁrst seven months of
trading Dec 2018 June 2019 having
had their beer on
sale in 25+ different
pubs and bars, not
only in Coventry and
the Midlands but as far aﬁeld as Edinburgh, London,
Cambridge, and Lisbon. They’ve produced 2,300+
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litres of beer over the course of 21 brews of 15 different
beers ranging from 0.8-14% in strength. They would
like to say a massive thank you to everyone who has
supported them including Coventry CAMRA, and look
forward to the next seven months where amongst
other things they are producing a beer in collaboration
with Twisted Barrel and starting to do Meet the Brewer
events around the Midlands.
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PICK UP A
SLICE OF HISTORY
CAMRA’S 34TH NATIONAL
BREWERIANA AUCTION;
SATURDAY 19TH OCTOBER 2019
Ever fancied owning a slice of brewing history? Then this
auction is just the thing for you. Run by the Campaign
for Real Ale, the National Breweriana Auction returns
to Burton on Trent’s Town Hall to celebrate its 34th
event on Saturday 19th October. It again promises over
150 interesting auction lots - everything from mirrors to
trays; wall signs, bottles and books - plus there are a
number of stands selling brewery memorabilia, adding
to the atmosphere in this wonderful Victorian venue.
There are all sorts of items from all over the country
to decorate your home. Starting in the Midlands, we
have a beer jug from Nottingham’s Shipstones Brewery,
which was founded in 1852, taken over by Greenalls
and closed in 1991 and from the original Home’s
Brewery (closed in 1996), we have a metal cup.
Moving on to local items from Burton, we’ll have a
stunning mirror and two ﬁgurines from Worthington,
who started brewing in 1761. There is an Allsopp’s match
striker, who merged with Ind Coope in 1934, while we
have a pretty little blue and white jug from this brewery
which can trace its origins from 1708 in Romford but
started brewing in Burton in 1856.
Not far away, from Shropshire, is a jug from the Famous
Wrekin Brewery, founded in 1870 and closed by Greenall
Whitley in 1969. We also have a Hole’s Newark Ales’
booklet, which, we believe dates from the mid 1930’s.
Across to East Anglia and an advert for Suffolk’s Tolly
Cobbold Cobnut Brown Ale, which ceased brewing in
2002.

would not be allowed these days. The history of the
Mackeson brand dates from Kent in 1801. It was taken
over a few times ending up with Whitbread, before
closing in 1968 but Mackeson Milk Stout can still be
purchased in the UK with an alcohol content of just
2.8% ABV. If you fancy a stronger brew, you can always
try the same brand from Trinidad, at 4.9% ABV.
If you have never been to the National Breweriana
Auction before, the auction is great fun to take part in
and is an opportunity to get some great bargains plus
many of the items on sale can appreciate in value. And,
of course, like any CAMRA event, there is some good
beer on sale all day (from a local brewery).
Burton on Trent is less than an hour by train from
Nuneaton and about 75 minutes from Coventry and the
Town Hall is just a short walk from the railway station.
The event starts at 10.30am with the opportunity to
view the lots and browse the breweriana stands that
will also be there. Bidding starts at noon. Entrance is
by catalogue (£3.00), available on the day, or £4.00
(includes postage) in advance, by post from Bill Austin:
07789 900411 or baustin1951@btinternet.com.
If you can’t get there, postal bids are accepted, just
contact Bill. Wheelchair accessible. For more details
see: www.gandc.camra.org.uk

Moving south we have an old Charrington’s toby jug
and an advert for Mackeson Stout, which probably
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FIRST BEER TO SELL OUT
AT COVENTRY FESTIVAL
You may remember that the ﬁrst
beer to sell out at our festival back
in March was Sideswiper from the
Raising Everest brewery in Blyth
Northumberland.
Pictured is owner and brewer Isaac
Nolan (left) with the certiﬁcate
awarded for this prestigious
achievement. His brother in law
Aaron Adlington who designs
artwork etc and helps on brew
days is pictured with him.

15th Century Traditional Pub

Autumn Beer Festival
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MEET THE PUBLICAN
KIERAN WALKER
NEWLANDS HOTEL
How long have you been at your current pub, and
what previous pubs have you worked at?
I have been at the Newlands for a little over 5 years.
When I ﬁrst started here the pub did not serve real ale.
We decided we would not give up on ale and what
we did was very simple but had a great impact. We
introduced big name beers that everyone had heard of
i.e. Doom Bar, Pedigree and Bombardier and slowly we
gained trust from real ale drinkers. Now we serve ﬁve
beers at all times. We always have at least one Purity
beer on and Thornbridge Jaipur too! Before here I was
at the City Arms in Earlsdon for about 6 years and
have worked in a few other Wetherspoon pubs around
Warwickshire. The City Arms was where I discovered
real ale!

What did you do before you entered the licensed
trade?
My ﬁrst ever job was washing plates in a pub kitchen.
Before that I wanted to be a mechanic. However, my
mum has always been in the trade so I think I was
destined to follow suit.
What made you enter the trade?
Washing pots and plates wasn’t really for me so I
became a glass collector and did that from the age of
16 until I was 18. Then I became a barman!
What is your favourite beer?
This is one of the hardest questions I ever get asked
and the more beer I try the harder it gets! I can narrow
it down to my favourite ﬁve: Thornbridge Chiron; St
Austell Proper Job; Purity Longhorn; Sixpoint Bengali
Tiger; Vocation’s Pride and Joy.
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What is the future for your pub?
Difﬁcult to say, it is
a very busy pub and
popular among our
guests and community
so I can imagine it will
be here for a long time
to come. Just depends
on what shape it takes
as a pub or maybe
a restaurant in the
future. Who knows.

...and the pub trade in
particular?
My opinion on this is
not a very popular one
but it seems in this day
and age it is survival
of the ﬁttest for pubs
which is such a shame. For one reason or another
whether its price, trends or rent we shouldn’t be losing
pubs at the rate we are so I think if it continues we
could see the much beloved social club disappear
altogether and communities being left with just one
pub. That would be awful.
Autumn 2019
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What is your opinion of craft beer?
I enjoy it. I think it’s brought a lot to the market, like
new styles of pubs, creative and tasty beer and its
great to see breweries opening up everywhere instead
of closing so it must be doing some good. It’s also
brought a lot of people that maybe wouldn’t drink ale
into drinking beer with ﬂavour and character which is
what it’s all about.
Where in the world is your favourite place to drink
beer?
To be honest I think I prefer our beer to any other
country’s but the States does come close. Maybe if I
visit a few different parts over there I might be swayed.
What do you think is the most important thing is
that we can do to protect real ale in pubs?
As a publican the best thing we can do in my opinion is
have ever changing guest beers, make it an adventure
every time people walk in. As a drinker the best thing
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we can do is drink real ale in different pubs as every
penny we spend helps towards keeping doors open
and beer on hand pulls.
What is your earliest memory of drinking real ale?
I tried my very ﬁrst ale in the City Arms when I was 18. It
was called Cherry Drop I believe... It was a 6% dark ale
and I thought it was horrid! Luckily I have tried a few
thousand since then that I have really enjoyed.
Your pub is actually called The Newlands Hotel. Can
you tell us something about its history please?
The pub opened in 1930 which was around the same
time as most of the houses that surround it. It has the
most beautiful stained glass roof in several parts of the
pub which has sadly been covered up by a false ceiling
but is a sight to behold! It is still easily accessible so I
do often show it to people. They really don’t make pubs
the way they used to -that’s for sure!
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COVENTRY
BEER FESTIVAL

A (PINT) POTTED HISTORY...
In last edition’s Editoriale, Pint Sides Editor Graham
Paine invited readers to supply information about
dates and venues of Coventry CAMRA festivals so that
a complete record could be established of festivals held
over the years. Step forward reader Andy Blaylock.
Many thanks to Andy who kindly brought along to
our July meeting at the Nursery Tavern his signiﬁcant
collection of beer festival programmes and literature.
Together with copies of the minutes of branch meetings
since the inception of the branch we now have a
more comprehensive picture of Coventry Beer Festival
through the decades.
The ﬁrst festival was billed as Coventry Real Beer
Festival and took place on 19 & 20 March 1976 at the
Matrix Hall. The festival programme was limited to a
single sheet of paper bearing an introduction on one
side and a beer list on the reverse. The introduction
cited that in the last 20 years many changes had taken
place in the brewing industry and in the late 50’s and
60’s a series of takeovers and mergers amongst the
breweries led to a drastic reduction in the choice of
beer available. In Coventry alone the beers of nine
breweries had disappeared. These being Atkinsons,
Flowers, Hunt Edmunds, Ind Coope, Joules, Phipps,
Southam Brewery, Thornley Kelsey and Trumans. This
process had been repeated up and down the whole
country. This ﬁrst Coventry festival was organised by
Coventry and Mid Warwickshire Branch to support
CAMRA’s aim to persuade the brewers to give back to
the public a greater choice in the beers they drank. 12
breweries predominantly from the Midlands supplied
a total of 21 beers. Beer strengths were indicated
by original gravity or o.g. which was described as
a measure of the amount of fermentable material
originally in the beer. At the time the average o.g. of
beer in the country was 1037. This equates to 3.7% abv
(alcohol by volume). Our editor would not have been
impressed! (too true Louise! - ed.)

12

The introduction to the 1977 festival elaborated on the
problem of reduced beer choice and the domination
of Watney’s and Whitbread which only sold keg beers.
Records show that annual beer festivals in either March
but mostly April took place at the Matrix Hall with the
last one being held there in 1981 with the one held in
1978 being called a Beer Exhibition. By September 1981
the Matrix Hall had been put up for sale. Minutes of the
November branch meeting that year indicate that after
considerable investigation into a number of alternative
venues the Lanchester Polytechnic was deemed the
best. Its Students’ Union Main Hall became the 7th
and 8th Real Beer Festival venue for 1982 (38 beers)
and 1983 (around 50 beers). Ciders and perries had
joined the beer listings.
In 1984 records indicate an absence of the Coventry
beer festival and so the 9th Real Beer Festival took
place at “West Midland Sports and Leisure Centre” in
Cromwell Lane, Tile Hill, Coventry in April 1985 with
an offering of 42 beers. No mention of cider or perry
although it may have featured.
From 1986 to 1991 inclusive no Coventry Real Beer
Festivals appear to have been held. Sadly, the
programme for the 1992 festival offers no explanation
as to why. With the word Real having now been
dropped from the title it took place in April at the
Cromwell Lane venue which by then was known as
“Midland Sports Centre for the Disabled”. Both the
o.g. and abv ﬁgures were quoted for beers. I remember
this festival as it was the ﬁrst I had ever attended. It
commenced the day after a General Election which
saw the fourth consecutive victory for the Conservative
Party since 1979. More importantly it was the day
after I had an impacted wisdom tooth removed at the
dentist (and yes, I still managed to cast my vote in the
election)!
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The 1993 festival was also held at the same venue.
Festival Organiser at the time, Joe Mace, welcomed
everyone to the 11th Coventry Beer Festival and signed
off with the words “Sup well, but wisely”. I like that.
There were over 35 beers and a few were offered at
around £1 a pint, “both to promote the lighter beers
and milds and to focus attention on the ever increasing
cost of a pint as big brewers continually adjust prices
upwards over and above legitimate proﬁt margins”.
1994 saw the branch switch back to using the Main
Hall of the Students’ Union at Coventry University (still
affectionately known then as the Lanchester). Having
joined CAMRA in 1993 this was the ﬁrst beer festival
I volunteered at. The beer festival programme had
become a far more elaborate affair, being a festival
issue of the branch magazine, Pint Sides. Over 90
beers were on offer and the only local ales were brewed
by Judges of Church Lawford, Warwickshire which had
been established the previous year. The strongest beer
available was brewed by Steam Packet. Its name?
Giddy Ass (8%).
By the 1995 festival the branch was known as Coventry
& North Warwickshire. Local offerings came from
Judges, Church End and Coventry’s Rainbow Inn,
Allesley. Noteworthy inclusions to the 1996 festival
beer list were two beers brewed by Coventry’s Fowl
& Firkin (formerly Hen & Chicks, now Aardvark). The
brewpub was one of Allied Breweries-owned Firkin
chain. The last beer festival at this venue took place
in 1998 where the theme was Celtic beers. Many were
from north of the border but there were representations
from Wales, Northern Ireland, Isle of Man and Cornwall.
Beer offerings included two casks of lager. Yes, lager,
and two of them!
By 1999 the beer festival’s continuity was again under
threat due to the refurbishment of the Student Union
Hall. Via Pint Sides an appeal for a venue was made.
The response was very positive and several venues
suggested and offered but the size and accessibility of
the then home of the Sky Blues made Highﬁeld Road’s
East Stand Mall the obvious choice. The festival of 70
PiNT SiDES
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plus beers held in April of that year proved a great
success. And so we rinsed and repeated until the ﬁnal
whistle blew there in 2005 with our End of a Beera
festival.
We were all delighted to have secured the relatively
newly constructed Coventry RFC Butts Park Arena to
host the 2006 festival. The festival programme and
beer list was now separate from Pint Sides and thanked
the RFC staff for being friendly and helpful and making
us feel at home. Without their assistance continuity of
the festival would not have been possible. Loyal beer
festival supporters will know that this has been home
to our beer festival ever since. 2008’s festival saw the
introduction of 1/3 line measures on glasses to enable
drinkers to sample a greater variety of beers. 2012
saw us showcasing beers from Coventry’s own Byatt’s
brewery (established 2011) and 2013 featured Butts
Special from the Hearsall Inn as well as the introduction
of the beer token system currently in use. By 2015 the
branch had become Coventry & District CAMRA. The
festival of that year featured a limited edition beer from
Coventry’s Lion Heart brewery (which subsequently
became Dhillon’s) and Revok’s Revenge from Twisted
Barrel. In 2016 the branch celebrated 40 years since
holding its ﬁrst beer festival and offered 90 plus beers
for the delectation of discerning drinkers. These days
we offer a more modest 75 beers (or thereabouts) but
what a long way the brewing industry has come since
1976 and what a fantastic journey we’ve been on with
it so far. I hope this article has proved enlightening and
has evoked some great memories and once again our
thanks to Andy Blaylock.

Louise Madder
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ADVERTISED
YEAR

COVENTRY BEER FESTIVAL

DATE OR
DATE RANGE
( ) = DATES VERIFIED

VENUE
(NUMBER OF
BEERS)

1976 C & MW
1977 C & MW
1978 C & MW
1979 C & MW

19 & 20 March ( )
Matrix Hall (21)
29 & 30 April ( )
Matrix Hall (29)
7 & 8 April - Beer Exhibition
Matrix Hall
6 & 7 April
(no date on beer list)
Matrix Hall (31)
1980 C & MW
21 & 22 March
Matrix Hall
1981 C & MW
3 & 4 April
Matrix Hall
1982 7th C & MW Between 9 March & 13 April Lanchester Polytechnic
Real Beer Festival
(38)
1983 8th C & MW
8 & 9 April ( )
Lanchester Polytechnic
Real Beer Festival
(50 or 52)
1984
NO BEER FESTIVAL HELD
1985 9th C & MW
19 & 20 April ( )
West Midlands Sports &
Coventry Real Beer Festival
Leisure Centre (41)
1986 - 1991 Inclusive NO BEER FESTIVALS HELD
1992 C & MW
10 / 11 & 12 April ( ) is the Midland Sports Centre for
third date a typo?
the Disabled (40)
1993 11th C & MW
2 & 3 April ( )
Midland Sports Centre for
the Disabled (over 35)
1994 C & MW
8 & 9 April
Coventry University
(no date on programme)
(over 90)
1995 C & NW
21 & 22 April ( )
Coventry University
(up to 70)
1996 C & NW
29 & 30 March
Coventry University (64)
(no date on programme)
1997 C & NW
4 & 5 April
Coventry University (78)
(no date on programme)
1998 C & NW
Between 18 March & 22 April Coventry University (80)
1999 C & NW
9 & 10 April ( )
Highﬁeld Road (70+)
2000 C & NW
28 & 29 April
Highﬁeld Road
2001 C & NW
20 & 21 April
Highﬁeld Road (71)
2002 C & NW
5 & 6 April
Highﬁeld Road (73)
2003 C & NW
4 & 5 April
Highﬁeld Road (66)
2004 C & NW
16 & 17 April
Highﬁeld Road (71)
2005 C & NW
18 & 19 March
Highﬁeld Road (73)
2006 C & NW
24 & 25 March ( )
Coventry RFC (over 70)
2007 C & NW
13 & 14 April ( )
Coventry RFC (over 85)
2008 C & NW
11 & 12 April ( )
Coventry RFC (over 85)
2009 C & NW
27 & 28 March ( )
Coventry RFC (over 90)
2010 C & NW
5 & 6 March ( )
Coventry RFC (over 90)
2011 C & NW
8 & 9 April ( )
Coventry RFC (over 90)
2012 C & NW
13 & 14 April ( )
Coventry RFC (over 90)
2013 C & NW
26 & 27 April ( )
Coventry RFC (over 80)
2014 C & NW
4 & 5 April ( )
Coventry RFC (over 80)
2015 C & D
24 & 25 April ( )
Coventry RFC (80+)
2016 C & D
15 & 16 April ( )
Coventry RFC (90+)

SEPARATE
BEER
LIST

OTHER
FESTIVAL EDITION
BEER
OF PS INCLUDES
FESTIVAL
OR
BEER LIST
PROGRAMME NOTHING

+ introduction
+ introduction
Nothing

Nothing
Nothing
+ introduction
+ introduction

+ introduction

+ introduction
+ introduction
+ introduction
+ introduction
No info
+ introduction
+ introduction

+ introduction

40 yrs since 1st festival

2017 C & D
2018 C & D

17 & 18 March ( )
2 & 3 March ( )

2019 C & D

15 & 16 March ( )

Coventry RFC (over 80)
Coventry RFC
(75 including keykeg)
Coventry RFC
(72+5 keykeg)

*KEY
C&MW Coventry & Mid Warwickshire Branch, C&NW Coventry & North Warwickshire Branch, C&D Coventry & District Branch
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VIEW FROM BEHIND
THE MASHTUN - 49
It has recently been announced that EI group,
better known as Enterprise Inns are to be bought by
Stonegate. Who? I hear you cry. You’ll almost certainly
know some of their pubs, but the name Stonegate
does not appear anywhere. They are all managed and
many fall into brand categories, e.g. Varsity, Scream
(Aardvark, Phoenix), Slug & Lettuce, but many are
not, like the Castle Grounds. What they tend to have
in common is that they are high volume, usually fairly
big pubs and mostly food led. EI on the other hand are
mainly leases, so almost by deﬁnition, smaller and more
likely wet led, a very different pub estate to Stonegate.

I am asked to supply beer for many and various events,
some of which are charity events. It is of course a
pleasure to help out worthy causes. There is one bone
of contention however. The well-meaning folk order the
beer ask if it could be donated, as it is for charity. We
get a lot of requests like this and although it would be
nice if we could do exactly that, we’d soon go bust if
we did. It is a very odd business model which is based
on giving your produce away. The difﬁculty for me, is
how to tell them nicely that they make the money for
their chosen charity by making a proﬁt from selling the
beer. Simples!

Assuming this goes ahead, this will create the largest
pub group in the country. I did hear that they intend
to, over time, turn the entire estate managed. That to
me suggests many, if not most, of the EI pubs will either
be sold or closed as there is no way they would work
as managed houses. The managed model requires high
volumes and these pubs mostly aren’t. What it really
means is that they will cherry pick the bigger, more
proﬁtable houses and ditch the rest. Watch this space,
as they say.

Footnote – we do plenty for charities in our own right.
Paul Hamblett

I saw a news article, a while ago, in great praise of one
of the new wave of trendy new breweries, probably
owned by a goatee bearded hipster. The thrust being
that they are now innovating well beyond what the
more established breweries are doing. Now, I’ve got
absolutely no issue with these newbies and the way
they are bringing quality beer to a new audience is
fantastic. However there is nothing new under the sun.
Tap take overs for example, Church End were doing
this in places like the Anchor in Birmingham twenty
odd years ago. Trendy new hops, Hop Gun using Green
Bullet, new at the time, again twenty plus years ago.
Of a similar vintage were things like Coffee Porter or
Mango Pale Ale and many others, seem familiar. Just
saying, like.
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ECONOMIES OF ALE
LAST ORDERS FOR SMALL PUBS?
Between 2001-2018, the number of
pubs across the West Midlands region
nearly halved, whilst the number of
people working in pubs has fallen by
more than a third. So says the Ofﬁce
of National Statistics in its latest
report: “Economies of ale: small pubs close as chains
focus on big bars” (November 2018). And the picture is
little different at national level, where nearly a quarter
of pubs have closed since 2008, falling from 50,000
in 2008 to some 39,000 in 2018. However, turnover
in the pub industry is holding up and employment is
on the rise. The data also shows that the pubs which
remain open tend to be bigger and employ more than
10 people, with stable turnover. Overall, there are
now 6% more jobs in pubs than there were in 2008,
with the largest increases being in pubs with 10 or
more employees. This rise in larger pubs is linked to
a focus on food, creating more jobs, with the big pub
companies making this shift following the ban on
indoor smoking in 2007. In 2008, the average UK pub
had just 5 employees; this had risen to 8 people per
pub in 2018. This rise in employment has been more
pronounced in rural pubs, where employment was up
24%, whereas employment in urban pubs was up by
only 4%.
Since 2001, Coventry has 70 fewer
pubs (-39%), leaving just 110 pubs
providing 1,500 jobs, 25% fewer
than in 2001. Coventry has just 3
pubs/1000 people, far lower than
the national average (5.8/1000).
There is a long list of pub closures since 2001, but
perhaps some of the more memorable were The Fletch,
Malt Shovel, Miners Arms, Smithﬁeld, Penny Black,
Queens (Bricklayers Arms), Elastic Inn, Grange, Herald
(named after the Triumph Herald car), Beer Engine,
Cheylesmore, Three Tuns, Golden Eagle, Hawthorn
Tree, Dolphin, Elephant & Castle and Caludon Inn.
Some have been demolished, whilst others have been
converted into shops or student accommodation.
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The situation in Birmingham is similar, having lost 220
pubs since 2001, now down to just 325 (-40%), at a
density of 2.8 pubs/1000. These provide around 5,000
jobs, 28% fewer than in 2001. Across Warwickshire, the
picture is more varied, where the loss of pubs has been
fewer (7 -14%), whilst the number of jobs provided
has increased (15 -20%). These more rural areas also
have a higher density of pubs than either Coventry and
Birmingham or nationally (10 pubs/1000).
Tom Stainer, CAMRA’s Chief Executive, said “Pubs are
struggling for several reasons. In part it’s because of
heavy taxes. For every pint you drink in a pub, a third of
the cost is tax. Pubs are ﬁnding it difﬁcult to keep their
heads above water. The UK has one of the highest
rates of alcohol duty in Europe. This has a knock-on
effect on pubs, because they must raise prices to make
ends meet. Pubs bring investment and employment,
and they are community hubs. The way the system
works is the more successful they are, the more pubs
are punished for doing well. They’re taxed on things
like the size of the building, turnover and whether they
have a car park – it penalises success.

“These shocking ﬁgures show the huge loss that has
been felt by communities up and down the country
as beloved locals have closed down. By focusing on
the stability of turnover from pubs and bars since
the recession, this study fails to measure the loss of
beneﬁts that pubs bring to their communities. Pubs
play a unique role in offering a social environment
to enjoy a drink with friends, they combat isolation
Autumn 2019
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and loneliness and help people feel connected with
their community. With a quarter of pubs closing in
the last decade, we need Government to act now to
save our pubs from extinction. That’s why CAMRA has
launched a three-point plan to save the Great British
Pub, calling for urgent reform to business rates, a full
review of the Pubs Code and a lower rate of duty for
beer sold in pubs”.
However, craft beer has brought
a new lease of life for pubs, and
has got young people interested
in beer again. The number of craft
and micro-breweries is rising and
there has been a growth in micropubs. Coventry has gained Byatts, Dhillons and
Twisted Barrel micro-breweries, and more recently,
Mashionistas and Triumph. Nearby in Warwickshire
are Church End (Shustoke), Purity (Great Alne),
Atomic (Rugby), Church Farm (Budbrooke), Fizzy
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Moon (Kenilworth), Sperrin (Ansley), Old Pie Factory
& Slaughterhouse (Warwick) and Warwickshire
(Cubbington). Byatts, Church End, Sperrin & Twisted
Barrel have their own taphouses, but they are not open
all the week. Unfortunately, Coventry is not served
by new micro-pubs (surely the largest conurbation
without one in the country – ed.). However, there are
micro-pubs nearby at Nuneaton (Lord Hop), Rugby
(Rugby Tap), Warwick (Old Post Ofﬁce), Kenilworth
(Ale Rooms) and Stratford-upon-Avon (Stratford Ale
House), along with several in Birmingham. Other pub
landlords are also ﬁghting back against the closures,
and transforming pubs that might once have gone bust
in the centre of their communities.
So the message is clear: visit your local - regularly,
because it may not be there when you next visit. Long
live the local!
Steve James
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CROSSWORD
Crossword number 4. Please send solutions to the email editor@coventry.camra.org.uk
First correct entry selected at random on November 1st will receive a £20 voucher to spend at Pickles Indian Grill and
Restaurant in Spon End. Entries for crossword number 3 can no longer be accepted, the winner of which was Bryan Pymm.
Correct entries were also received from Neil Harrison, Guy Cleaver, Carole Jones and John Kiely.

ACROSS

Could You Be The Brewer?

1. Roman Catholic Patron saint of
Belgian brewers.
5. A 1.5L bottle.
6. Dregs!
8. Grain derived from the grass
‘Hordeum vulgare’.
10. The hollow found at the bottom of
some bottles.
12. Ancient hop drying facility.
15. Cylindrical container.
16. Herb mix, popular before extensive
use of hops.
18. Bullion and Nugget are just some of
these.
19. Makes and sells its own beer on the
premises.
21. Water used for mashing beer.
22. Sometimes used to clarify beer.
24. Germinated cereal grain which has
been dried.
27. Key ingredient of Roggenbier.
28. Associated with 1920’s America!
30. From yeasts imparting toffee ﬂavours.
31. Generally associated with how we
taste.
32. Smell akin to rotten eggs.

DOWN
Mistress Floss
2. Gueuze and kriek beers.
3. Germandark beer - smoothand malty.
4. Maturing after initial fermentation.
7. Vessel used to age/ferment beer.
Last
9. Sold to a foreign country.
11. Often where it starts!
Edition’s
13. Produces small amounts of beer.
Answers
14. Mixing together.
17. Calcium Carbonate.
20. Lack of sweetness.
23. Textures one perceives in a beer.
25. The other 3 ingredients couldn’t work
The compiler and Pint Sides
without it!
take no responsibility for the
26. The ancient Sumerian goddess of beer.
accuracy of this puzzle
29. Drink Deeply!
18
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Pintsides LocAle Table 2019
August 2019
Coventry Pubs
Broomﬁeld Tavern

14 - 16 Broomﬁeld Place

CV5 6GY

Church End (15), Froth Blowers (20)

Burnt Post

Kenpas Highway

CV3 6AW

Purity (22)

Byatt’s Brew house bar

Unit 7 - 8 Lythalls Lane,
Industrial Estate, Lythalls
Lane

CV6 6FL

Byatt’s (0)

City Arms

1 Earlsdon Street

CV5 6EP

Byatt’s (4), Purity (25)

Criterion Theatre

Berkeley Rd South

CV5 6EF

Byatt’s (5), Church End (16)

Drapers Bar & Kitchen

Earl Street

CV1 5RU

Purity (25)

Gatehouse Tavern

46 Hill Street

CV1 4AN

Byatt’s (4), Church End (14), Church Farm (12)

Hearsall Inn

45 Craven Street

CV5 8DS

Byatt’s (4), Church End (15)

Open Arms

Daventry Road

CV3 5DP

Purity (23)

Rainbow

73 Birmingham Road,
Allesley

CV5 9GT

Purity (29)

Red Lion

Ansty Road

CV2 2EY

Purity (29)

The Golden Cross

8 Hay Lane

CV1 5RF

Byatt’s (4), Church End (14), Warwickshire (10)

Twisted Barrel Brewery & Tap
House

Fargo Village Far Gosford
Street

CV1 5ED

Twisted Barrel (0)

The Tin at the Coal Vaults

1-4, The Canal Basin, St
Nicholas St, Coventry

CV1 4LY

Byatt’s Bottle Conditioned Beers (3)

Albany Club
(entry policy may apply)

10 Earlsdon Street Street

CV5 6EG

Byatt’s (4)

Warwickshire Pubs
Almanack

Abbey End North
Kenilworth

CV8 1QJ

Purity (18)

Clarendon Arms

44 Castle Hill Kenilworth

CV8 1NB

Purity (18)

Green Man

Warwick Road Kenilworth

CV8 1HS

Purity (18)

Old Bakery

12 High Street Kenilworth

CV8 1LZ

Byatt’s (9), Purity (18), Church End (20),
Slaughterhouse (6)

Malt Shovel

Lower End Bubbenhall

CV8 3BW

Church End (20)

The ﬁgure in brackets is the number of miles the pub is distant from the brewery.
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AWARD WINNING BEERS BREWED IN HERTFORDSHIRE
For 2019 our Monthly
hly
Specials will be
raising funds and
awareness for
Gaddesden Row Riding
iding
for the Disabled.
WEEKLY DELIVERIES IN YOUR AREA
Dunsley Farm, London Rd, Tring HP23 6HA
N 01442 890721 D www.tringbrewery.co.uk
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BRANCH DIARY
LANDLORDS, email editor@coventry.camra.org.uk and tell us about your up and coming events. You can even publicise
them on our website by emailing contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

COVENTRY CAMRA DIARY AUTUMN 2019
SEPTEMBER
Tuesday 3rd 8.30pm Branch AGM at The Broomﬁeld
Tavern, 14 Broomﬁeld Place CV5 6GY.
Tuesday 10th 8.30pm Social Humber Hotel, Humber
Road CV3 1BA.
Tuesday 17th 6.05pm Awayday Hinckley Meet at
Coventry Railway Station CV1 2GT for trip to Hinckley,
changing at Nuneaton.
Saturday 20th 3pm Real Ale Ramble Twisted Barrel
Brewery and Tap House, Unit 11 FarGo Village Far
Gosford Street CV1 5ED, walking to Byatts and Dhillons.
Tuesday 24th 8.30pm Branch Meeting at The Old
Windmill, 21 Spon Street CV1 3BA.
Saturday 28th 12 noon Our annual walk around some
London pubs, taking in the Clerkenwell and Bloomsbury
areas. Details of the meeting place will be found on the
diary page of our website.

OCTOBER
Tuesday 1st 8.30pm Survey Bull and Anchor, 233
Wheelwright Lane Ash Green CV7 9HN, thence on to
The Craftsman, then a bus to the Town Wall.

Tuesday 8th 8.30pm Kenilworth distribution of Pint
Sides. Meet at The Old Bakery 12 High Street 12 High
Street Kenilworth CV8 1LZ.
Tuesday 15th 8.30pm Special Award Hearsall Inn 45
Craven Street CV5 8DS. Meet here to make an award
to this fantastic pub.
Tuesday 22nd 8.30pm Cider Social at The Old
Windmill, 21 Spon Street CV1 3BA to mark cider month.
Tuesday 29th 6.00pm Awayday Walsall Meet at
Coventry Railway Station CV1 2GT For trip to Walsall.
Slightly earlier start to catch direct train.

NOVEMBER
Tuesday 5th 8.30pm. Branch meeting - venue tba.
Tuesday 12th 8.30pm. Survey Aardvark 2 Butts
CV 1 3GR thence on to the Old Dyers Arms and the
Broomﬁeld Tavern.
Tuesday 19th 8.30pm. Social the Gauntlet Oaks
Precinct 3 Caesar Road Kenilworth CV8 1DP.
Tuesday 26th 8.00pm. City Centre Survey. Meet at the
Gatehouse Tavern 44-46 Hill Street CV1 4AN to survey
all city centre pubs. Meet up again at the Earl of Mercia
at 10pm.

For more up to date information please refer to our website - coventry.camra.org.uk and

ALWAYS CHECK BEFORE SETTING OUT FOR AN EVENT.

YET MORE REASONS TO JOIN CAMRA
You are probably aware by now of the many reasons why
lovers of Real Ale should become a member of CAMRA
(along with the other 191,593 like-minded people). Did you
know that there are also a few ﬁnancial incentives to join:
•
£20 worth of JD Wetherspoon real ale vouchers
•
10% discount on all holidays booked with cottages4you
•
15% discount on all holidays booked with UK BOAT HIRE
•
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products with Cotswold
Outdoor
•
10% discount on all holidays booked with Hoseasons
•
15% off coach travel with National Express
•
20% off all brewery tours and brew a beer days with
Red Letter Days
•
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products from Toprooms.com
•
Save up to 52% off entry to the UK’s top attractions
•
10% discount at beerhawk.co.uk
Pubs around the country are offering CAMRA members special
money-off real ale deals. For details on discounts, please visit the
CAMRA website at www.camra.org.uk/beneﬁts.
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CAMRA, and the organisations offering these discounts,
reserve the right to withdraw any offer at any time without
warning.
You also get a monthly colour newspaper (What’s Brewing)
informing you of beer and pub news and detailing events and
beer festivals from around the country. You also get a quarterly
copy of the magazine ‘BEER’ which is packed with superb
features on pubs, beers and breweries. In addition, you get
free or discounted admission to the 160+ beer festivals that
CAMRA organise, including the Great British Beer Festival and
the National Winter Ales Festival.
An even greater advantage is the opportunity to become
involved in your local branch. This includes social events,
meeting new friends, working at beer festivals as well as
campaigning.
If this has ﬁnally persuaded you to join go to
www.camra.org.uk
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Join up, join in,
join the campaign
From
as little as

£26.50*
a year. That’s less
IIncludes
nclu
than a pint a
£30
£3
month!
Real
Rea Ale
Cider & Perry
Cider
Vouchers
Vouc

Protect the
he traditions
tradition of great British pubs and everything that
goes with them by joining today at www.camra.org.uk/joinup



Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive
15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup, or call
01727 798440.* All forms should be addressed to Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatﬁeld Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.

Your details:

Direct Debit

Single Membership (UK)
Title ................................ Surname ........................................................................................

£26.50

Under 26 Membership
Forename(s) ...........................................................................................................................
Joint Membership
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ...............................................................................................
(At the same address)
Address ...................................................................................................................................
Joint Under 26 Membership
...................................................................................................................................................
................................................................................... Postcode ............................................
Please indicate whether you

£18

£20

£31.50

£33.50

£23

£25

What’s Brewing
By Email By Post

wish to receive What’s Brewing

Non DD
£28.50

BEER
By Email By Post

Email address .........................................................................................................................
and BEER by email OR post:

Concessionary rates are available only for Under 26 Memberships.
Daytime Tel ............................................................................................................................
I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and agree to abide by the
Memorandum and Articles of Association which can be found on
our website.

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)
Title ................................ Surname ...............................................................................
Forename(s) ..................................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ......................................................................................

Signed ..............................................................................................
Date ..................................................................................................
Applications will be processed within 21 days.

Instruction to your Bank or
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit
Please ﬁll in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatﬁeld Road St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society
To the Manager

Bank or Building Society

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

The Direct Debit
Guarantee

Service User Number

9

2

6

Address

1

2

9
O

This Guarantee is offered by all banks and
building societies that accept instructions
to pay by Direct Debits

O

If there are any changes to the amount,
date or frequency of your Direct Debit The
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd will notify you 10
working days in advance of your account
being debited or as otherwise agreed. If
you request The Campaign for Real Ale
Ltd to collect a payment, conﬁrmation of
the amount and date will be given to you
at the time of the request

O

If an error is made in the payment of your
Direct Debit by The Campaign for Real
Ale Ltd or your bank or building society,
you are entitled to a full and immediate
refund of the amount paid from your bank
or building society

O

If you receive a refund you are not
entitled to, you must pay it back when
The Campaign Real Ale Ltd asks you to

O

You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
by simply contacting your bank or building
society. Written conﬁrmation may be
required. Please also notify us.

FOR CAMRA OFFICIAL USE ONLY
This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society
Membership Number
Postcode

Name(s) of Account Holder

Name
Postcode

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society
Bank or Building Society Account Number

Branch Sort Code

Please pay Campaign For Real Ale Limited Direct Debits
from the account detailed on this instruction subject to the
safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand
that this instruction may remain with Campaign For Real Ale
Limited and, if so, will be passed electronically to my Bank/
Building Society.
Signature(s)

Reference

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.
†Price of single membership when paying by Direct Debit. *Calls from landlines charged at standard national rates, cost may vary from mobile
phones. New Direct Debit members will receive a 12 month supply of vouchers in their ﬁrst 15 months of membership.
The data you provide will be processed in accordance with our privacy policy in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations.



Date

wyevalleybrewery.co.uk

The

Greyhound
Inn

Sutton Stop,
LoOgford, Coventry,
CV6 6DF
02476 363 046

A tradition
nal CAMRA multiple award winning
g
fre
eehouse
e, serving ales since 1830.
Situated on th
he lovelly jun
ncttion of th
he
Coventry and Oxford canals..
Serving home cooke
ed, hearty meals freshly
pre
epared 7 days a weekk.
Consisstently featured in th
he good beer guide
e for
man
ny years

6 Real ales, ex
excellent
cellent foo
food,
d,
war
arm
m and fr
friendly
iendly welcom
welcomee
with ol
oldd fashion
fashioned
ed values and manner
manners.
s.

