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EDITORIALE
My last column in Spring 2020 was, I fear, one that went
almost entirely unread, because just as it was published
the first lockdown was imposed. That also meant the
cancellation of the 2020 Coventry Beer Festival and our
being unable even to set a date for the 2021 Festival,
let alone hold one. We are negotiating with Coventry
Rugby Club at the time of writing in the hope that the
2022 Festival can go ahead. More news on this on our
website as and when we have it.
There have been several changes on the beer scene in
Coventry in the intervening period. It is good to report
that none of our GBG entry pubs have succumbed,
although the Nursery Tavern has had a change in
tenant after Harry and St John’s 29 year tenure and has
gone in a radically different direction which will present
a challenge to some of their more long established
regulars. Hops D’Amour has become Coventry’s first
micropub and has been doing phenomenally well with
an excellent range of real ales and ciders, as well as a
fine selection of key keg beers. Dhillons has opened
the Sky Blue Tavern in the former Dragon Phoenix
building close to Junction 7 of the ring road, although
despite boasting that they have an amazing range of
beers they have no real ales on sale and when I bought
a small (330ml) can of one of their brews the person
serving me asked me if I wanted ice in it…
I have been fortunate enough to have been able to
travel far and wide around the country since we were
permitted to visit pubs again; there is no doubt that
more advance planning is necessary to ensure that pubs
are open when you get there. Despite always checking
I have been left disappointed on several occasions - we
are exhorted to keep using pubs to ensure their survival,
but they do not help themselves by saying that they
will be open and then aren’t - at least five times I have
travelled a long distance only to be left frustrated by
finding the pub shut when l arrived. Many pubs have
reduced the number of real ales on sale and some have
taken to closing on days when their sales were clearly
not enough in their eyes to justify their staying open
- this emphasises the need to check carefully before
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venturing out, particularly if you are travelling some
distance.
Clearly these are very challenging times for pubs - JD
Wetherspoons recent results were the worst in their
history with the 12 months till July 25th seeing them
incur losses of £154.7 million (up from £34.1 million the
previous year) with sales sinking from £1.26 billion to
£772.6 million - and with the furlough scheme having
finished and increases in National Insurance, reductions
in Universal Credit and a public sector pay freeze as well
as many people still being very reluctant to venture out
socially there are certain to be casualties.
I shall continue to visit as many new GBG pubs as
possible and hope that you will be able to as well.
Happy supping
Graham Paine
Editor Pint Sides

Is your local pub
under threat?
CAMRA has the tools
to help you save it

camra.org.uk/saveyourlocal
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2020 PUBS OF THE YEAR & BRANCH CONTACTS

2020 PUBS
OF THE YEAR
Each year Coventry & District branch of CAMRA
presents a Pub of the Year award to what are
judged to have been the best pubs in those parts of
the West Midlands and Warwickshire that lie within
the area covered by the branch. The branch includes
Coventry, Meriden, Kenilworth, and various villages in
Warwickshire.
The pubs that were nominated for the award pubs
were visited anonymously by judges on at least two
occasions at different times of day and were scored on
a variety of criteria. Whilst the quality of the beer on
sale was an obvious consideration, other factors such
as atmosphere, service and welcome, clientele mix and
value for money were also taken into consideration.
Although the Pub of the Year results were published
on our website, we have not been able to make the
announcement in print as Pint Sides’ publication had
been halted sue to coronavirus restrictions. It gives us
great pleasure to be able to inform you now that the
winners of Pub of the Year 2020 are the Broomfield
Tavern in Spon End, Coventry and the Malt Shovel in
Bubbenhall.
The award was presented to Ange Cherry at the
Broomfield Tavern just prior to the imposition of
lockdown in March 2020 but unfortunately it has not
yet been possible to make a presentation to Mark
Ellerhatton at the Malt Shovel as all pubs had been
forced to close shortly before the presentation was due
to take place and a new date has yet to be set.

Mike Tierney

4

Branch Contacts
Secretary - Louise Madder
secretary@coventry.camra.org.uk
Chairman - Mike Tierney
chairman@coventry.camra.org.uk
Editor - Graham Paine
editor@coventry.camra.org.uk
Social Secretary - Paul Hamblett
socials@coventry.camra.org.uk
Telephone 02476 427675
Email: contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

Branch Website
Coventry & District
coventry.camra.org.uk
twitter: @covcamra

To Advertise
2000 copies of PintSides are distributed
throughout the Coventry & Warwickshire area,
as well as Central Birmingham.
To place an advert or enquire about our rate
card please contact: Paper Red Media
Neil Richards - 01536 358670
n.richards@btinternet.com
paperredmedia@outlook.com

Citizens Advice
Citizens Advice consumer helpline: 03454 040506
Textphone: 18001 03454 040506
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
The helpline adviser can: give you practical and
impartial advice on how to resolve your consumer
problem tell you the law which applies to your
situationpass information about complaints on to
Trading Standards (you cannot do this yourself)
Consumer Direct telephone opening hours:
Monday - Friday 8am - 6:30pm,
Saturday 9am - 1pm.
Copyright CAMRA. All rights reserved.
Pint Sides is published by the Coventry and
District Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of
CAMRA Ltd or its Branch.
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Good Beer
Guide 2022
Best-selling singer James Blunt has thrown his support
behind the Great British pub and reflected on the
industry’s struggles during the coronavirus pandemic in
his foreword for CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide 2022, due
to be released on 12 November 2021.
Following 18 months of struggles for the industry in the
face of restrictions and lockdowns, Blunt, who owns the
17th-century Fox & Pheasant pub in Chelsea, remarks
that as both a musician and a
publican, he has “pretty much
chosen the worst two jobs for
a global pandemic”.
However, with his trademark
optimism,
he
highlights
the importance of pubs to
communities and encourages
Brits to get back to the pub to
support their locals, writing:
“Whilst, in recent years, there
might have been a trend
for people to drink cheap
supermarket beer at home,
those people have been
locked away for the best part
of a year, and now those
people want out. They can
taste real beer from the tap,
and food cooked by a pro,
and they can meet legally
and joyfully.”
Now available for pre-order,
the Good Beer Guide is considered the definitive
independent guidebook to good pubs that serve real
ale across the UK.
The Guide, which surveys 4,500 pubs across the UK, is
considered the definitive beer drinker’s guide to the very
best pints in the most picturesque and friendly pubs.
Despite being hampered by national lockdowns and
PiNT SiDES

Winter 2021

restrictions, thousands of independent volunteers have
worked together to compile this year’s entries, helping
to identify significant trends and themes locally and
nationally.
Blunt’s foreword reflects on the challenges the industry
has faced, including the closure of pubs and the
introduction of the furlough scheme. The ramifications
of the COVID-19 pandemic are still being felt across
the industry, despite the lifting
of most restrictions. Last year’s
edition of the Good Beer Guide
warned readers of the devastating
impact on Britain’s pub culture,
highlighting the first decline in
the number of independent UK
breweries in over a decade.
Nik Antona, CAMRA National
Chairman, said: “We are thrilled
to have James Blunt on board,
writing the foreword for this year’s
Good Beer Guide. Having saved a
pub from demolition and running
the business, he can appreciate
the struggles felt by thousands
of publicans across the country
during the pandemic.
“Pubs have faced a number of
unique challenges since the first
lockdown in March 2020, including
long periods of closure, reduced
turnover and higher overheads
due to social distancing measures. As we begin to see
the light at the end of the tunnel, we hope people will
take James’ advice and use the Good Beer Guide to
visit excellent pubs across the country. They need your
support now more than ever.”
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LOCAL NEWS
Coventry
Coventry welcomes a new brewery to the city!
Underground Medicine, named after a song by The
Fall, launched their first beers at the Hops D’Amour
micropub on September 10th. The three friends behind
the venture (Big) Dave, (Little) Dave and Mark were
keen home brewers who decided to turn their hobby
into a commercial venture based in a garage in the
Eastern Green area. With a capacity of just 250 litres
they refer to themselves as a “nano-brewery”. All of the
lads currently have full-time jobs but they would like
to expand as the business develops. They had been
trial brewing for some time experimenting with various
recipes and decided to launch with a cask beer - a
golden ale called Here Come the Warm Jets, named
after a song by Brian Eno - but had a keg beer available
too. Both were well received. Although they have
produced keg beer and will continue to do so, the lads
are keen on producing vegan-friendly cask beers and a
stout will be brewed shortly.

The Burnt Post on Kenpas Highway reopened recently
after being closed for a complete refurbishment. Like
other Ember Inn pubs in the area, it offers a discount of
20p per pint to CAMRA members - except on Mondays
and Thursdays when all cask beers are sold at a
discounted price of £2.79 per pint.
The Nursery Tavern on Lord St, Chapelfields is under
new management after long-term licensee St John
Beresford decided not to renew his lease. The pub closed
for a short while for a refurbishment and on re-opening
the number of cask beers on offer has been reduced to
two, although this may increase if demand warrants it.
A new bar has opened at the Coventry Building Society
Arena. The Anecdote is situated where the former
Wasps rugby club shop used to be. Not surprisingly,
given the venue, it has 10 widescreen TVs. It is open
seven days a week from 11am to 11pm. It has a central
island bar and stocks beer from Purity plus a range of
craft beers.

Michelle Gilmour – licensee of the Old Windmill in
Spon Street - recently signed a new 5-year lease. Under
the terms of the new lease, she is now allowed to have
one handpump free of tie. This means that on the said
handpump she can source beer from wherever she
chooses rather than select beers from a list supplied
by the pub company who own the pub. Michelle has
taken full advantage of this and a selection of beers
have been stocked from brewers whose beers are rarely,
if ever, seen in Coventry. These include Laine, DEYA and
Turning Point breweries.

Locally based author Chris Arnot has published a
book called “Closing Time: Lockdown reflections
on a “pubscrawling past.” Chris was previously the
features editor at the Coventry Telegraph and used
to write a column called “Pubscrawl” which featured
characters from Coventry pubs – from both in front of
and behind the bar. He has also written about pubs all
over the country in other local and national newspapers.
The book, written during the third lockdown, reminisces
about pubs in cities where he has resided and includes
a chapter of his memories of Coventry’s hostelries and
some of its legendary licensees.

Metropolis has opened on Earl Street in the building
previously occupied by Drapers. It is a restaurant that
provides training and opportunities for young people
who aren’t in employment or education. It is partnered
with Historic Coventry Trust and a percentage of its
profits go to the charity to develop community projects
in the city. It has a bar and stocks cask beer on two
handpumps (both beers were from Purity when visited).

The Royal Oak in Brandon had a £100k refurbishment
carried out just before last year’s lockdown. The pub
had a new bar, lounge and new seating and lighting
designed to enhance the ‘olde worlde’ feel of the pub.
The investment came jointly from pub company Admiral
Taverns and the members of the Rawbone family who
have been running the pub for some years.
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The Jaguar on Corporation Street has closed. It will
not reopen as a pub but instead will be used as a
performance, education and rehearsal facility by the
Belgrade Theatre.
The empty floors above the Litten Tree pub on Warwick
Rd have been turned into a creative space. Known as
the Litten Tree Building Showrooms (or LTB Showrooms)
it is open between 12-4 on Friday, Saturday and Sunday
and at other times for specific events. The three rooms
are a showcase for local creative artists and are also
used for music and cinematic events. It is anticipated
that the LTB Showrooms will be open until November
2022 when the lease on the pub underneath it expires.
Mashionistas brewery, based in Earlsdon, were selected
by Brew Dog to be part of this year’s celebration of
emerging UK craft beer talent. This is an annual event
run by the well known craft beer company, gathering
their top picks of up and coming breweries from across
the country. A selection of the successful beers was
served in Brew Dog bars for two weeks in late August
and early September. Although they are based in a
tiny garage, with a very limited brewing capacity, the
Mashionistas managed to supply four beers to 15
Brew Dog bars in a variety of locations ranging from
Edinburgh to London.
Twisted Barrel brewery in Fargo Village acquired 4 large
wooden barrels (capacity 200 litres each) some time
ago. It was their intention to brew beers in collaboration
with others to mark Coventry City of Culture. These
plans were delayed by the Covid-19 outbreak but the
first beer has now been racked into two Coteaux de
Lyons sweet white wine barrels. It is called Lady Godiva,
which is a base saison brew. The barrel ageing will take
some time and the eventual beer will be decanted and
released when the brewery judges it to be ready.
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Warwickshire
The Virgins & Castle on High Street Kenilworth, which
was taken on by new owners Jonathan Carter-Morris
and Marc Hornby in March 2020, is inviting people to
use it as a workplace from 9am- 5pm from Monday to
Friday for a fee of £12.00 per day for which you get a
comfortable seat, free Wi-Fi, unlimited tea, coffee, and
water plus a sandwich and side. The pub has also hired
its first apprentice as it wants to encourage young
people to choose careers in hospitality following the
pandemic and plans to recruit more in future.
The Old Bakery on High St Kenilworth also underwent
a change of owners not long before lockdown in March
2020. It is now run by a local family who decided to take
on a new venture. Suny, Sanj, Shyam and Sarj have
increased the beer range to include a more diverse
range of beer styles and offer a discount of 20p per pint
to CAMRA members.
The Cross on Coventry Rd, Kenilworth has been named
as the “best pub in Warwickshire” in the National
Pub and Bar Awards which aim to put their finest ontrade businesses in the national spotlight showing how
diverse and creative the hospitality industry is, as well
as how these operations have survived the pandemic.
Each winning pub was chosen on overall best practices
in a number of operational categories. The National
Pub and Bar is an annual awards celebration organised
by H20 publishing.
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THE PLIGHT OF CASK
CASK BEER SALES DOWN BY 76 MILLION
PINTS SINCE PUBS REOPENED
BBPA highlights accelerated plight of cask ale since
COVID and urges rallying call to support uniquely British
beer for Cask Ale Week.

Before the pandemic, sales of cask ale had already
been declining. From 2014 – 2019, sales fell by 17%. From
2009 to 2014, sales of cask decreased by just 0.8%.

The British Beer & Pub
Association
(BBPA),
the
leading
trade
association representing
brewers and pubs, has
revealed that sales of
cask beer in pubs are
down 40% since pubs
reopened in April 2021 –
a total of 76 million pints.

However, the decrease in sales of cask beer by 40%
since April 2021 is by far the biggest decline for the
category on record and indicates an accelerated decline
in its plight through COVID and beyond.

From April 2021 to July 2021, the latest sales data the
BBPA has, 113 million pints of cask beer were sold in
pubs. During the same period in 2019 and before the
pandemic, 189 million pints were sold.

Cask ale is without doubt key to British brewing. It is a
form of brewing unique to the UK and has a rich history
dating back to the Middle Ages. It is an unfiltered,
unpasteurised ‘live’ product containing yeast that is
served from a cask container where it’s gently matured
by secondary fermentation. When conditioned and
managed correctly, the yeast in the cask settles to
the bottom, leaving a clear, often bright, full-flavoured
and naturally carbonated beer to be served from a
handpump.

It means a loss in revenue to pubs and brewers from
cask beer of £243 million in the last four months alone
due to the plight of cask, accelerated by the pandemic.

Because it is a live product, conditioned in a cask, cask
ale – also known as ‘real ale’ – can only be purchased
and consumed at a pub. This means cask ale plays a vital
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role in the wellbeing and viability of pubs, supporting the
communities they serve. However, given the inextricable
link between cask ale and pubs, the plight of cask ale is
a real concern for the nation’s locals and beer drinkers.
It has been driven by pubs looking to stock less cask ale
because of uncertainty around trading and restrictions.
Likewise, it has been driven by restrictions impacting the
spontaneity of being able to visit a pub for a quick pint
– the core cask ale drinker occasion.

WINTER 2021

able to serve and enjoy cask beer. The impact of this
has seen an accelerated decline of this quintessential
British beer.
“The uncertainty of Covid lockdowns and restrictions
has meant less pubs serving cask because it is a live
product and has a shorter shelf life. Likewise, it has
meant the spontaneity of going to the pub for a pint
– the core cask ale drinker occasion – has diminished.
“There has never been a better time for pub goers to
support their local, by choosing to drink fresh cask beer,
that’s been expertly brewed, stored and poured.”

Emma McClarkin, Chief Executive of the British Beer
& Pub Association said: “The plight of cask beer is
a huge concern for our sector. Pubs are the home of
cask beer so if sales of it are declining then it means the
viability of our pubs are reducing too.
“We all missed a proper pint of cask ale in the pub
during lockdowns. We cannot take cask beer for granted
anymore. With the sector reopen once more, it is vital
we promote our pubs and the range they have on cask
which they so expertly keep and serve. Doing so will
help our brewers and pubs in their recovery and ensure
this uniquely British style of beer can recover to the
glory it deserves.”
Kevin Georgel, Chief Executive of St Austell Brewery,
which brews cask ale brands including Tribute and
Proper Job, said: “Not only did the pandemic force our
Great British pubs to shut, but it stopped us from being
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50 Years of CAMRA
Pubs Matter

Pubs matter and are a vital part of our communities. We
are all looking forward to enjoying the social and well
being benefits of being back at the local – and enjoying
a pint of delicious local cask beer.
Our publication arm CAMRA Books have published a
biography of the first half century of our organisation
– 50 Years of CAMRA was written by beer writer
Laura Hadland, and contains first-hand accounts from
members and industry professionals, detailing the
highs and lows of one of the world’s most successful
consumer organisations.

The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA), one of the most
successful consumer organisations across Europe, is
celebrating its 50th Anniversary throughout 2021.
The organisation has come a long way from its roots
when it was founded by four passionate young men
from the North-West in 1971. Today we represent beer
drinkers, pubgoers and campaign for real ale, pubs and
consumer rights across the country. We want to ensure
there are quality real ale, cider and perry and thriving
pubs in every community.
Our 50th anniversary comes on the heels of perhaps
the most difficult year on record for the pub and beer
industry after months of lockdowns and restrictions.
While acknowledging our birthday celebrations, we
must reaffirm our commitment to fighting for pubs
and consumers now and in the future to ensure there
are good pubs serving good beer in every community
for the next 50 years. The hard work of campaigners
fighting for pubs is more important than ever. The
industry needs more support to ensure it can not only
survive, but thrive, now restrictions are lifting.
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We are also releasing lists of 50 campaigning milestones
over the coming months, with behind the scenes insight
from the campaigners leading the charge at the time these can be read on our 50th anniversary hub on the
website. You can also get your hands on our celebratory
Beer Boxes, a curated box of beer featuring a selection
of the best brews the country has to offer and chosen
by some of the UK’s leading beer experts. Other
merchandise available includes our 50th anniversary
pint glass and clothing including 70s-inspired CAMRA
shirts, badges and more.
To mark the hard work of people, groups and businesses
which have contributed to CAMRA’s aims over the
last half century, we will be honouring nominees with
our 50th anniversary Golden Awards, recognising 50
recipients throughout the year. We received over 500
nominations consisting of campaigning heroes, pub/
club all–stars, beer saviours/custodians and stalwarts;
winners will be announced throughout the year.
Learn more about CAMRA’s 50th by visiting our
Anniversary hub: https://camra.org.uk/50-years/
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CAMRA Relaunches
Beer Festival Programme
After Pandemic Hiatus
The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) is relaunching its
national programme of beer festivals, after an almost
two-year hiatus due to the coronavirus pandemic.
CAMRA official events have been suspended since
March 2020, for the safety of attendees and in line with
government regulations. As restrictions have now lifted,
local branch beer festivals that have been 18 months in
the making are welcome to open their doors once more.
Jonathan Kemp, CAMRA Events Director, said: “I am
sure we have all missed the social benefits of a drink
with friends, and look forward to meeting up with loved
ones and fellow branch members over a pint at a festival.
“Over the past two years, the safety and protection
of the hundreds of attendees, stewards, bar staff
and other volunteers was at the very top of the list
of CAMRA’s priorities. I am delighted not only to see
festivals opening their doors once more, but also to be
able to assure attendees that their safety is paramount
to our planning. If you have any concerns or questions,
you can visit our website for details of our health and
safety documents, and frequently asked questions.”
The organisation’s flagship festival, the Great British
Beer Festival, is also hoped to return in August 2022,
with updates coming in the forthcoming months.

Festivals will be launching with rigorous new safety
measures, to ensure the comfort of volunteers, members
and other attendees. The updates to festival health
and safety documents include that a coronavirus risk
assessment be completed during the festival planning
stages, as well as ensuring all festival volunteers receive
additional induction, information, instruction training
and supervision in light of the pandemic.
Other safety procedures include:
•
Specific cleaning/sanitisation plans and glass
guidelines
•
Contactless payments wherever possible
•
Tickets sold in advance of all sessions
•
Use of Track & Trace
•
Specific guidance for volunteers and third-party
vendors
•
Social distancing where possible
•
For indoor festivals, windows and doors open to
provide ventilation
CAMRA Health & Safety and Compliance Manager,
Glyn Shand said: “With CAMRA festivals returning, it’s
important to give our customers the confidence to return
in a safe manner. To do this, each festival is required to
complete a Covid Risk Assessment based on our Covid
Guidance and the government’s. This is reviewed by
myself to help ensure our festivals are ‘Covid secure’.
“I’m really excited for the return of festivals, and I look
forward to seeing you all soon!”
If you have any concerns or would like to learn more
about CAMRA’s Covid secure regulations, you can find
more information on this and on your local festival on:
camra.org.uk/festivals
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ALLSOPPS RETURNS!
member of the board. In 1934 Allsopps merged with Ind
Coope, in 1959 the Allsopps name was dropped and in
1963 it was renamed Allied Breweries with the red hand
which had been registered as a trademark by Allsopps
in 1876 continuing to be used as its symbol. The red hand
was an ancient symbol used by inns to indicate that ale
was available and in good condition.

Recently I was invited to attend the relaunch of an
ancient Burton beer at Beeropolis in Burton. Allsopps, a
name that disappeared more than a century ago, was
being revived and by the time you read this should be
available in Burton and the surrounding area. Founded
in 1742 by Benjamin Wilson Senior, Allsopps was the
brewer of the first Burton IPA in 1822. ln 1889 they were
one of the first British breweries to attempt to master the
noble German art of lager. The man behind this was the
visionary Percy Allsopp, although what he would have
thought if he had realised that this would eventually
transmogrify into Skol is best left unspoken.
To go back in time - in 1907 Burton was a town of
brewing and railways and the atmosphere was full of
yeast. Ex MP and mayor of Burton George Allsopp
died that year; he had been the managing director of
Allsopps since 1900 and was the last surviving family
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Jamie Allsopp, seven times great grandson of pioneering
brewer Samuel Allsopp, is fulfilling a lifelong dream of
restoring the ales to their former glory. To assist him he
has the sole remaining ledger of his family’s recipes and
after adapting the original recipes to work for today’s
ingredients, methods and tastes they are once again
available - their India Pale Ale and Pale Ale are the
first to appear. You can find out much more about the
history of Allsopps as well as order their beers on their
excellent website.
It always strikes me when I visit Burton just how many
pubs there are per square mile - a huge number and
certainly more than in Coventry. It would be interesting
to discover the density of pubs per square mile for
English cities and towns and which place has the
heaviest incidence of pubs - it wouldn’t surprise me at
all if Burton took that honour. I would be fascinated to
receive any information readers might have. My contact
details are on the contents page.
Graham Paine
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VIEW FROM BEHIND
THE MASHTUN - 52
Well that’s been a strange eighteen months or so, hasn’t
it? I penned Mashtun 51 in the spring of 2020 and the
edition of Pint Sides appeared just as pubs were forced
to close, so hardly saw the light of day. A special online
only version of Pint Sides has appeared and I did a
piece for that, in which I told the story of survival in the
brewing industry through lockdown. Being on line only
will not have brought it to a huge audience. Both are
still available on the Coventry and District website by
the way.
We all know what has happened to pubs in the
intervening period, but what will the future hold? Like
many other industries, it’s only been handouts from
government that has prevented businesses from going
bust and I don’t think many now would deny that closing
down hospitality along with most other things was
indeed the right thing to do. As to whether they need to
be so heavily restricted when they were finally allowed
to reopen is another thing entirely. They invested heavily
in making their premises Covid safe, money they could ill
afford whilst not being allowed to trade effectively. After
this, they were allowed to trade, but with one arm tied
behind their back. I don’t believe for a second that a pub
is remotely as risky as a supermarket, a corner shop, a
train or a bus, but the restrictions placed on them were
massively greater. Anyway, that was then, what of now?
Things have certainly been interesting since pubs have
reopened. I can only tell you of my own experience,
other breweries may have found things very different,
but from those I have spoken to I’ve been getting a
similar picture. When al fresco opening was permitted,
it was estimated that only about 40% of pubs would
be able to operate like this. Obviously still not able to
function at, anywhere near, full capacity, I thought we
would be running at perhaps 30% of normal trading.
Still far better than the 8 – 10% through lockdown. Well
it didn’t turn out that way, the world went mad from day
one. Obviously the rather good weather of those first
couple of weeks helped, but what I hadn’t factored in
was the fact that those 40% of pubs were doing 100%
of the trade. Within a very short time, if you discount the
festivals and other events that still weren’t happening,
trade was pretty close to normal. If people were still
reluctant to go out, those that were, were making up for
PiNT SiDES
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them. The last couple of weeks of outside only, a second
winter arrived and this knocked things back a bit, but
since then it’s been full steam ahead. There have been
problems with the big companies not supplying goods.
Fortunately this has not affected, possibly even helped,
our end of the industry.
The big question now, is what does the future hold? As
I said earlier, it has been the various strands of financial
support which have kept the industry alive. Now those
are ending and some will need to be repaid, this could
well yet see pubs go under and maybe some breweries
too. Outside of this, many pub companies expect the
rent which was waived during the pandemic to be
repaid too; this could also cripple many pubs, some of
which were barely viable before the world went mad. So
far we’ve been very fortunate and hardly any pubs and
even fewer breweries have gone to the wall. I sincerely
hope not, but this could yet change. Only time will tell.
Paul Hamblett
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MEMBERS’ WEEKEND
AGM & CONFERENCE
After two years without a physical event, hundreds of
members have already registered to attend – to see
what Sussex has to offer by way of great beer, cider and
perry. The weekend is a chance to meet friends, make
new ones, go on organised brewery trips and take part
in activities.
It’s free to attend and open to all CAMRA members.
The weekend is staffed by volunteers – with a range of
opportunities to help on offer.
All the information is on the event page – where you
can register to attend/sign up to help - go to:
A warm welcome awaits you on the East Sussex coast!
CAMRA’s Members’ Weekend, AGM & Conference will
be hosted by our Sussex branches at the Winter Garden
in Eastbourne 8-10 April 2022.

www.camra.org.uk/members-weekend-agmconference
Or email membersweekend@camra.org.uk

DISCOUNT SCHEME FOR CAMRA MEMBERS
The following pubs offer discounts to CAMRA members. Details vary at participating pubs. Please see display board/posters or
ask at bar for details of this offer. This offer may be withdrawn at any time and is offered at the discretion of the licensees/pub.
* CAMRA voucher scheme

COVENTRY PUBS
* Aardvark
Burnt Post		
* Castle Grounds
Gatehouse Tavern
* City Arms		
* Earl of Mercia
* Flying Standard
Golden Cross
Holyhead		

The Butts		
Kenpas Highway
Little Park Street
Hill Street		
Earlsdon Street
High Street		
Trinity Street		
Hay Lane		
Holyhead Road

CV1 3GR
CV3 6AW
CV1 2UR
CV1 4AN
CV5 6EP
CV1 5RE
CV1 1FL
CV1 5RF
CV5 8JN

*Old Clarence
Old Mill		
Old Windmill
Open Arms		
* Phoenix 		
Red Lion		
* Spon Gate
* Varsity		

Earlsdon Avenue North
Mill Hill Baginton
Spon Street		
Daventry Road
Gosford Street
Ansty Road		
Unit 2M The Sky Dome

Gibbet Hill Road

CV5 6GN
CV8 3AH
CV1 3BA
CV3 5DP
CV1 5DL
CV2 2EY
CV1 3AZ
CV4 7AJ

WARWICKSHIRE PUBS
Green Man		
Warwick Rd, Kenilworth
CV8 1HS
The Ale Rooms & Gin Bar Smalley Place, Kenilworth CV8 1QG

The Gauntlet

Oaks Precinct, Caesar Rd, Kenilworth CV8 1DP

ALSO
* CAMRA voucher scheme issued to members each year for more details see:
https://www.camra.org.uk/join/membership-benefits/camra-voucher-scheme/
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SPECIAL AWARD TO
THE GATEHOUSE
Coventry recently presented a Special Award to Martin McKeon, licensee
of the Gatehouse in Hill Street, Coventry city centre, to commemorate
his 25 years in charge of the pub - a remarkable feat of longevity in the
pub trade in this day and age. Another achievement worth noting is the
fact that, apart from his first year of opening, the pub has been selected
for every edition of the Good Beer Guide since.
Being 25 years in charge of a pub indicates a fair degree of commitment
to the pub but his involvement with the building goes beyond that. For
it was Martin himself who bought the building in 1994 when it had no
connection with the hospitality industry! It was originally the Gatehouse
to the long-gone Leigh Mill factory; Martin saw the building’s potential
and converted it into a pub. He also purchased the disused stretch of
land next to the building and converted it into the pleasant garden that
lies between the pub and the Inner Ring Road.
The branch congratulates Martin on his achievement and wishes him
many more successful years at the helm of the pub he created.
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SPECIAL AWARD FOR BYATT’S
BREWERY: 10 YEARS OLD THIS YEAR
Back in March this year we were going to present this award
but as you all know plans for this year were put on hold by
a nasty little virus. So, at the first opportunity post lockdown
permitted it was off to the Brewhouse Bar in Lythalls Lane
Industrial Estate on the north side of the city for a few beers
and the award presentation. It was great to make the award
to Lee and Shelley for this fine achievement and also nice
to include Dave “Man of many tasks” on this special day.
It doesn’t seem over 11 years since Lee attended a CAMRA
branch meeting telling us of the plans to start a brewery, the
first for 85 years in Coventry. But 18 months later the dream
became a reality and the brewery opened in Lythalls Lane
Industrial Estate. Fast forward to 2021 and we find the branch
giving this award to Byatt’s Brewery.
Over the last ten years, so far they have brewed over 55
different types and styles of beer including a very special beer
called Tenacious, a 10% barley wine celebrating ten years
of brewing. Also they moved to a bigger unit on the estate
allowing them to open the brewhouse bar and have brewery
tours, tasting events and mini beer festivals. So it’s well done
to the team at Byatt’s for this achievement and good luck for
the future. See website at https://www.byattsbrewery.co.uk
for more information about the brewery.

Shelley, Dave & Lee

Mick Madder
(CAMRA Brewery Liaison Officer for Byatt’s)
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BRANCH DIARY

LANDLORDS, email editor@coventry.camra.org.uk and tell us about your up and coming events.
You can even publicise them on our website by emailing contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

COVENTRY CAMRA DIARY WINTER 2021
NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

TUESDAY 9TH 8PM - SOCIAL
Golden Cross, Hay Lane. CV1 5RF

TUESDAY 7TH 8PM - SURVEY
Maudslay Hotel, Allesley Old Road. CV5 8BU, then on to
Nursery Tavern and Chestnut Tree.

TUESDAY 16TH 8PM - PUB OF THE YEAR VOTING
Town Wall Tavern, Bond Street. CV1 4AH
MONDAY 22ND 8PM
BEER FESTIVAL PLANNING MEETING
Hearsall Inn, Craven Street. CV5 8DS
TUESDAY 23RD 8PM - BERKSWELL STATION
Check out two pubs near Berkswell Station. CV7 7EF
TUESDAY 30TH 8.45PM - BRANCH MEETING
Old Windmill, Spon Street. CV1 3BA
For more up to date information please refer to our website coventry.camra.org.uk and
ALWAYS CHECK BEFORE SETTING OUT FOR AN EVENT.

TUESDAY 14TH 8PM - SOCIAL
The Gauntlet, Oaks Precinct, Caesar Road, Kenilworth.
CV8 1DP
TUESDAY 21ST 8PM - SOCIAL
The Newlands, Tile Hill Lane. CV4 9DJ
FRIDAY 24TH 1PM - SOCIAL
Old Windmill Inn, Spon Street. CV1 3BA
TUESDAY 28TH 12PM - REGIONAL SOCIAL
Bartons Arms, High Street, Aston. B6 4UP
FRIDAY 31ST 9PM - SOCIAL
Broomfield Tavern, Broomfield Place. CV5 6GY
YET MORE REASONS TO JOIN CAMRA
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YET MORE REASONS TO JOIN CAMRA
You are probably aware by now of the many reasons why
lovers of Real Ale should become a member of CAMRA
(along with the other 192,470 like-minded people). Did you
know that there are also a few financial incentives to join:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

£30 worth of real ale vouchers
10% discount on all holidays booked with
cottages4you
15% discount on all holidays booked with UK BOAT
HIRE
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products with
Cotswold Outdoor
10% discount on all holidays booked with Hoseasons
20% off coach travel with National Express
20% off all brewery tours and brew a beer days with
Red Letter Days
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products from
Toprooms.com
Save up to 52% off entry to the UK’s top attractions
10% discount at beerhawk.co.uk
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Pubs around the country are offering CAMRA members
special money-off real ale deals. For details on discounts,
please visit the CAMRA website at www.camra.org.uk/
benefits.
CAMRA, and the organisations offering these discounts,
reserve the right to withdraw any offer at any time without
warning.
You also get a monthly colour newspaper (What’s Brewing)
informing you of beer and pub news and detailing events
and beer festivals from around the country. You also get a
quarterly copy of the magazine ‘BEER’ which is packed with
superb features on pubs, beers and breweries. In addition,
you get free or discounted admission to the 160+ beer
festivals that CAMRA organise, including the Great British
Beer Festival and the Great British Beer Festival Winter.
An even greater advantage is the opportunity to become
involved in your local branch. This includes social events,
meeting new friends, working at beer festivals as well as
campaigning.
If this has finally persuaded you to join go to
www.camra.org.uk
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CAMRA Membership is for you!

From
as little as

£28.50†

a year. That’s less
than a pint a
month!
Includes

£30**
Real Ale
Cider & Perry
Vouchers

We’re leading the fight to keep pubs alive and thriving
in every community, serving quality ales and ciders.
Find out more camra.org.uk/joinup

✂

Lo e
beer?

Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive
15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription

Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form,
visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup, or call 01727 798440.* All forms should be addressed to
Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.
Direct Debit
Non DD
Your details:
Title ................................ Surname ...............................................................
Forename(s) ..................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) .....................................................................
Address ............................................................................................................

Single Membership (UK) £28.50

£30.50

Under 26 Membership

£20.00

£22.00

Joint Membership
£36.50
(At the same address)
Joint Under 26 Membership£22.00

£38.50

............................................................................................................................

Please indicate whether
you wish to receive BEER
by email OR post:

................................................................. Postcode ......................................

I wish to Opt-in to

Email address ................................................................................................
Daytime Tel ....................................................................................................

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)
Title ................................ Surname ................................................................
Forename(s) ....................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ......................................................................

£30.00

Email

Post

General Communications
Branch Communications

Concessionary rates are available only for Under
26 Memberships.
I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Articles of Association which can be found on
our website.
Signed ...........................................................................
Date ...............................................................................
Applications will be processed within 21 days.

Direct Debit Instruction
Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
Email: membership@camra.org.uk Telephone: 01727 867201
Name(s) of Account Holder

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

Billing Address

The Direct Debit
Guarantee
l

Bank or Building Society Account Number

Branch Sort Code

l

Postcode
Payments will show as CAMRA Membership
on your bank statement.

l

I understand that CAMRA has partnered with Stripe, who collects Direct Debits on
behalf of CAMRA and confirm that I am the account holder and the only person
required to authorize debits from this account.
l

Signature
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†Price of single membership when paying by Direct Debit. *Calls from landlines charged at standard national rates, cost may
vary from mobile phones. New Direct Debit members will receive a 12 month supply of vouchers in their first 15 months of
membership. The data you provide will be processed in accordance with our privacy policy in accordance with the General
Data Protection Regulations.

This Guarantee is offered by all banks and
building societies that accept instructions
to pay Direct Debits.
If there are any changes to the amount,
date or frequency of your Direct Debit,
Stripe will notify you 2 working days in
advance of your account being debited
or as otherwise agreed. If you request
Stripe to collect a payment, confirmation
of the amount and date will be given to
you at the time of the request.
If an error is made in the payment of
your Direct Debit, by Stripe or your bank
or building society you are entitled to a
full and immediate refund of the amount
paid from your bank or building society.
If you receive a refund you are not entitled
to, you must pay it back when Stripe asks
you to.
You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
by simply contacting your bank or building
society. Written confirmation may be
required. Please also notify us.
Setup of Direct Debit Instruction with
Stripe on behalf of CAMRA.
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The Green Man

Church Road, Long
Itchington, CV47 9PW

Tel: 01926 812208

www.greenmanlongitchington.co.uk

Traditional Pub
Traditional Ales
Weekly Events
Campsite
Private Function Room

PiNT SiDES
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The

Greyhound
Inn

Sutton Stop,
Longford, Coventry,
CV6 6DF
02476 363 046

A traditional CAMRA multiple award winning
freehouse, serving ales since 1830.

d, Coventry CV6 6DF T: 02476 363046 greyhound.inn@hotmail.co.uk

Situated on the lovely junction of the
with and
compliments
Coventry
Oxford canals.

Serving home cooked, hearty meals freshly
w.greyhoundinn.org
prepared 7 days a week.
Consistently featured in the good beer guide for
many years

6 Real ales, excellent food,
warm and friendly welcome
with old fashioned values and manners.
20

Winter 2021

PiNT SiDES

