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Lovely courtyard garden
BT Sport showing rugby plus lots of rugby
memorabilia in the pub – fans from all teams welcome
BT Sport Managers of the Month Jan 2022
Back bar area is TV free
Bar snacks including
hand crafted
scotch eggs
& pork pies

Pie, Pint
& Pudding
with Pieminister Pies
Weds: 5.30pm to 8.30pm
& Sun: 1pm to 5pm

01788 535478
40 Albert Square, Rugby. CV21 2SH

The Old Windmill
15 Century Alehouse
th

Autumn Beer Festival
9th - 13th November, 2022

40 Cask Ales & 18 Ciders
Famous handmade pork pies, cheeseboards
pasties and ploughmans
Speciality gins
Beer patio open evenings and weekends
In the Good Beer & Good Pub guides
Multiple CAMRA awards
Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter & TikTok
The Old Windmill, 22 Spon Street, City Centre, Coventry, CV1 3BA. Telephone 02476 251717
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EDITORIALE
Since our last edition the Coventry Beer Festival has
taken place, at its spiritual home Coventry Rugby Club’s
Butts Park Arena, where we were, as usual, made very
welcome by their team. Particular thanks must go to
Eric and Tom who did a tremendous amount for us. We
had had a two-year hiatus so were eagerly awaiting
resuming our normal service, although admittedly with
some enforced changes. A lot of CAMRA festivals have
failed to restart after the pandemic with the bigger
events in particular being hit by logistical issues. In our
area alone several festivals have fallen by the wayside
this year. It does seem that there is a marked reluctance
by some previously regular festival goers to resume their
old ways; no doubt this is caused by the age profile
of the average festival attendee. Speaking from my
personal experience some people I know have been
psychologically affected by Covid to the extent that
they feel prevented from doing things that they would
have in the past. I had hoped that we would sell at least
80% of the cask beer and am delighted to be able to say
that we hit that figure. The festival date had had to be
postponed from March and that meant that we had an
imbalance between light and dark beers with the small
brewers that we target only producing a small number
of beers at any one time and their production starting
at a time leading up to a May festival was always
going to supply a greater number of lighter beers. We
were also judging the New World and IPA category for
CAMRA which tilted the gap even more. In addition,
we staged the national final of the CAMRA Champion
Bottled Beer of Britain competition, the winner of which
was Harvey’s 9% Imperial Extra Double Stout which
had also won the competition in 2015. The Lewes, East
Sussex brewery introduced the award-winning beer in
1999 and it has been a firm favourite ever since. Of the
72 cask beers on sale 25 sold out completely with the
most remaining in any cask 5.5 gallons.
As usual we staged an intensive post-festival analysis
of the festival which revealed areas that we need to
improve on, such as the admissions process on the Friday
and a lack of clarity for punters about the situation with
regard to glasses and their retention/return. It was also
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our first year with advance tickets sold, along with the
Butts Park Arena becoming a cashless venue, which
also presented new challenges. All in all it was a very
successful festival with comments such as “Coventry is
now the best small festival in the country” being made
on the specialised beer drinking site Scoopgen.

STOP PRESS
Coventry’s Pub of the Year Hops d’Amour has just
been voted runner up in the West Midlands Pub of the
Year competition; the winner was the Bird in Hand in
Wordsley which was the Dudley branch entry. More on
this in our next edition.
Graham Paine
Editor Pint Sides

Lord Mayor joins CAMRA!
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DISCOUNT SCHEME & BRANCH CONTACTS

DISCOUNT SCHEME
FOR CAMRA MEMBERS
The following pubs offer discounts to CAMRA members.
Details vary at participating pubs. Please see display
board/posters or ask at bar for details of this offer. This
offer may be withdrawn at any time and is offered at
the discretion of the licensees/pub. * CAMRA voucher
scheme

COVENTRY PUBS
* Aardvark
Burnt Post		
* Castle Grounds
* City Arms		
* Earl of Mercia
* Flying Standard
Gatehouse Tavern
Golden Cross
Holyhead		
*Old Clarence
Old Mill		
Open Arms		
* Phoenix 		
Red Lion		
* Spon Gate
* Varsity		

The Butts		
Kenpas Highway
Little Park Street
Earlsdon Street
High Street		
Trinity Street		
Hill Street		
Hay Lane		
Holyhead Road
Earlsdon Avenue North
Mill Hill Baginton
Daventry Road
Gosford Street
Ansty Road		
Unit 2M The Sky Dome

Gibbet Hill Road

CV1 3GR
CV3 6AW
CV1 2UR
CV5 6EP
CV1 5RE
CV1 1FL
CV1 4AN
CV1 5RF
CV5 8JN
CV5 6GN
CV8 3AH
CV3 5DP
CV1 5DL
CV2 2EY
CV1 3AZ
CV4 7AJ

Branch Contacts
Secretary - Louise Madder
secretary@coventry.camra.org.uk
Chairman - Mike Tierney
chairman@coventry.camra.org.uk
Editor - Graham Paine
editor@coventry.camra.org.uk
Social Secretary - Paul Hamblett
socials@coventry.camra.org.uk
Telephone 02476 427675
Email: contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

Branch Website
Coventry & District
coventry.camra.org.uk
twitter: @covcamra

To Advertise
2000 copies of PintSides are distributed
throughout the Coventry & Warwickshire area,
as well as Central Birmingham.
To place an advert or enquire about our rate
card please contact: Paper Red Media
Neil Richards - 01536 358670
n.richards@btinternet.com
paperredmedia@outlook.com

Citizens Advice

WARWICKSHIRE PUBS
Green Man
Warwick Rd, Kenilworth
The Ale Rooms & Gin Bar
Smalley Place, Kenilworth

CV8 1HS
CV8 1QG

The Gauntlet
Oaks Precinct, Caesar Rd, Kenilworth CV8 1DP

The Old Bakery

12 High Street, Kenilworth

CV8 1LZ

ALSO
* CAMRA voucher scheme issued to members each year
for more details see:
https://www.camra.org.uk/join/membership-benefits/
camra-voucher-scheme/
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Citizens Advice consumer helpline: 03454 040506
Textphone: 18001 03454 040506
Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
The helpline adviser can: give you practical and
impartial advice on how to resolve your consumer
problem tell you the law which applies to your
situationpass information about complaints on to
Trading Standards (you cannot do this yourself)
Consumer Direct telephone opening hours:
Monday - Friday 8am - 6:30pm,
Saturday 9am - 1pm.
Copyright CAMRA. All rights reserved.
Pint Sides is published by the Coventry and
District Branch of the Campaign for Real Ale.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of
CAMRA Ltd or its Branch.
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2022
PUBS OF THE YEAR
In addition to covering the city of Coventry, the
Coventry & District branch of CAMRA straddles West
Midlands & Warwickshire county boundaries and also
includes Meriden, Kenilworth and various villages in
Warwickshire.
Each year the branch presents a Pub of the Year award
to what are judged to be the best pubs in those areas.
Those pubs that were nominated are whittled down to
a final selection which then constitute the judging stage.
Each of the selected pubs were visited anonymously by
individual judges on at least two occasions at different
times and were scored on a variety of criteria.

Hops D’Amour and Mark Ellerhatton at the Malt Shovel.
The branch also makes an award for Cider Pub of
the Year in the branch area and this year’s accolade
went to the Broomfield Tavern in Spon End, Coventry.
Congratulations to Ange Cherry and Graham Venables
at the pub.
Each branch area winner will be put forward to the overall
West Midlands (Hops d’Amour) and Warwickshire (Malt
Shovel) Pub of the Year where these pubs are judged
against the winners from other CAMRA branch areas.
Good luck to them both in the next round of judging.

The quality of beer is obviously a major consideration
in judging but other factors as to what make a great
pub were also taken into consideration. These include
atmosphere, service and welcome, clientele mix, decor,
cleanliness and value for money.

Mike Tierney

We are pleased to announce that the winners of Pub of
the Year 2022 are the Hops D’Amour in Corporation St
Coventry and the Malt Shovel in Bubbenhall. Awards
were recently presented to Gregg & Vyx Spencer at

Broomfield Tavern
in Spon End, Coventry
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Malt Shovel
in Bubbenhall

Hops D’Amour
in Corporation St Coventry
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LOCAL NEWS
Coventry
Each of the four Wetherspoons pubs in Coventry has
gained recognition in the city’s Best Bar None awards,
which were relaunched in November 2021 following the
pandemic. The Best Bar None project was set up by
Coventry City Council’s licensing team with the support
of Coventry Business Improvement District (BID),
Destination Coventry and West Midlands Police. Best
Bar None’s aim is to help to provide a safer environment
for all and the scheme recognises those venues that have
demonstrated responsible management and operation
of licensed premises, ongoing improvements and social
responsibility. The Best Bar None awards recognise the
work of staff at pubs and clubs to improve the safety
and standards of venues. The Flying Standard (scoring
91%), The Earl of Mercia (90%), The City Arms (90%)
and The Spon Gate (89%) all received Best Bar None
accreditation following independent assessment. The
Flying Standard also won the top prize at the awards
ceremony. Each pub received a plaque to be displayed
externally.
Beer Gonzo on Earlsdon Street has submitted a
planning application to extend the bar seating area
by 2.5 metres into the retail area and a delicatessen
counter is planned. At the time of writing the planning
application is yet to be considered; we hope to provide
further details in future.

The Flying Standard
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The Oak Inn in Gosford Street has reopened under
new management, The pub had developed a poor
reputation in previous years with police being called
to the establishment on numerous occasions. The
situation was so bad that West Midlands Police called
for Coventry City Council to review the licence and it
was revoked after a hearing last November. Business
partners Narinder Kullar and Irina Cazanell saw the
potential of the pub situated in a prime location and
decided to take it over. They plan to turn the pub into
a safe and welcoming venue. A refurbishment has
been carried out but changes go beyond that. They
feel that the Oak had been an old traditional pub and
that is what they want to return it to. A stricter door
policy, regular and shorter opening hours and a new
food menu, including traditional Indian food, have
been introduced. The new management team report
that changes have been acknowledged by customers.
People have said they stopped visiting the pub because
of previous issues but now feel they can come back.
Surf and Slice opened recently on Earlsdon Street. It
specialises in wood-fired pizza but interestingly stocks
cans of a house beer brewed by Twisted Barrel called
“We All Have Crust Issues”. The pizzeria has also sold
beer from Mashionistas brewery which is located a short
distance away.

The Earl Of Mercia
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Many pubs held events and were busy during the recent
Platinum Jubilee bank holiday. It’s worth mentioning
that the Old Crown on Lentons Lane held its first beer
festival with beers supplied from local breweries (Byatts,
Church End, O’Neil’s, Triumph and Twisted Barrel) and
live music from local bands. Meanwhile regulars at Hops
d’Amour on Corporation St drank the pub dry over the
weekend!

Other Areas
A new kitchen-cafe has opened at the Boat Inn
on Blackhorse Road, Exhall just outside Coventry.
Hawkesbury Village Kitchen at The Boat brings ‘quality
food at competitive prices’. The plan for the new kitchen
had been in the pipeline for around two years. A covered
decking area was built outside in the spacious garden
during lockdown and the kitchen is next to this in a little
hut-type building facing out into the decking. The menu
consists of sharer items such as nachos, wings, goujons
and loaded fries and pub snack type food - homemade
pizzas, burgers, freshly-made chicken goujons etc. There
is also a children’s menu, an array of burgers, pizzas and
jacket potatoes. The menu was compiled with the help
of regulars who were invited to submit suggestions of
the type of food they would like to see on offer. More
details can be found on the pub’s Facebook page.
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The White Horse on Kenilworth Road in Balsall Common
Is now owned by Wells & Co and will become part of
their managed house estate. It closed in April to enable
a refurbishment to be carried out. The refurbishment is
scheduled to take two months so the pub should have
reopened by the time this edition is published.
The Cottage Inn on Stoneleigh Road, Kenilworth, is
currently closed. It shut its doors just six months after
opening under new management. The pub is owned
by Wells & Co who are offering interested parties the
first three months’ rent free which they hope will make
it a more enticing opportunity. The pub underwent a
refurbishment recently and has a beer garden, dining
area and rooms to let.
Locals at the Engine Inn on Mill End, Kenilworth, were
so moved by the plight of Ukrainian refugees that
they decided to do something about it and set about
collecting enough food, clothing, bedding, first aid kits,
etc. to fill an articulated lorry, with collection points for
donations being set up in the town and at the pub. The
pub is well known for its charity work and support for
local sports. In the past it has organised community litter
picking and helped organise a golf tournament to raise
awareness of men’s mental and physical health.

Mike Tierney

The City Arms
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The Spon Gate
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CAMRA’S DEFINITION OF CIDER

CAMRA’S DEFINITION OF
CIDER AND ITS LISTS OF
APPROVED SUPPLIERS
At the end of 2019 CAMRA’s APPLE Committee, which
was established in 1988, was dissolved, and volunteers
were rethreaded through CAMRA’s lead committees.
A new committee called Real Ale, Cider and Perry
Campaigns Committee was set up early in 2020 with a
remit to be strategically responsible for campaigning for
all three products.
Over the last two years, this new committee have
overseen CAMRA’s redefinition of real cider and perry,
contributed to the alcohol duty review, including
campaigning for the minimum juice content in the
HMRC rules to be increased from 35% to 50% freshly
pressed juice, agreed on a guide to cider styles and are
working on support and guidance for cider and perry
bars.
A map was created as part of the redefinition work,
including all the producers of real cider and perry.
This map now has over 410+ producers included and
is a fantastic resource for consumers, branches and
licensees alike: https://camra.org.uk/beer-and-cider/
cider/promoting-real-cider-and-perry/
Frequently asked questions have been added to the
map recently to explain why some producers are not
showing up when searched for, and to answer this, we
need to go back to the redefinition launched in May
2021.
CAMRA defines real cider or perry as being fermented
from the whole juice of fresh pressed apples or pears,
without the use of concentrated or chaptalised juices.
The word ‘chaptalised’ as used in the definition refers
to a process where the alcohol level in a cider or perry
is increased by adding sugar to an unnatural level for
storage before it is diluted with water to the desired
alcohol content for sale.
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In short, to be a real cider and perry, it should never
be concentrated then diluted – either in terms of the
juice used or the alcohol content. CAMRA also uses
#NotFromConcentrate for our online campaigning for
real products.
The map of real cider and perry was never intended
to list every real product in the UK. Many producers
sometimes produce one ‘real’ product as a premium
version of their usual cider, but this would not qualify
them for inclusion on the map. This is because the map
only includes producers who only make real products.
Therefore, the map provides assurance and confidence
to consumers, branches and licensees that simply
because a producer is on the map, any products within
that style category are real.
A separate map was created and is maintained for the
producers of fruit and flavoured cider. There are fewer
producers on this map because not all products with
added fruits or flavours fulfil our #NotFromConcentrate
real cider and perry criteria. Some producers will be
listed on the Real Cider map but not on the Fruit and
Flavoured map, where they have not been able to
provide evidence that all their products do not use
concentrate, extracts or essences.
If you know of a producer who is not on the map the
first step is to check with them if their products match
CAMRA’s definition:
CAMRA defines real cider or perry as being fermented
from the whole juice of fresh pressed apples or pears,
without the use of concentrated or chaptalised juices
and then encourage them to check the map out and
submit their details and processes.
To recap over the past twelve months:
•
Cider and perry producers have generally
welcomed CAMRA’s redefinition.
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•

Branches are doing a brilliant task getting to
grips with the changes, and pubs and clubs
are enjoying discovering the 410+ producers to
consider stocking.

It bodes well for consumers, too, as more availability of
the incredible drinks that are real cider and perry means
more choice, more adventure and more opinions about
what you and I both like best in our glass.

•

Producers are reporting back to the volunteer
team, who maintain the map, that they are
now being stocked in new pubs and have been
contacted to discuss supplying beer and cider
festivals for the first time.

Long may the selection of real cider and perry be
diverse – as the saying goes, ‘There is a cider or perry
for everyone!’.

When business is tight for companies post the pandemic,
this new route to market is very welcome, and it’s terrific
that pubs and clubs are using the map. It’s worth noting
that the map also includes trade suppliers of real cider
and perry.

Gillian Hough
Chair CAMRA’s Real Ale, Cider and Perry
Campaigns Committee

BEST BOOK IN
THE WORLD 2022
CAMRA is pleased to announce that the CAMRA
biography, 50 Years of CAMRA was announced as the
best beer book in the world 2022, at the prestigious
Gourmand World Cookbook awards held in Sweden
over the weekend.

you to have something clever to say at times like this
- but I am speechless! To be told your first published
book is the best in the world is really quite incredible
and I have CAMRA to thank for trusting me with their
precious biography.”

Laura Hadland says: “I’m so proud to win this award.
The problem with being a writer is that people expect
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HAS COVENTRY & DISTRICT BRANCH GONE TO THE DOGS?

HAS COVENTRY & DISTRICT
BRANCH GONE TO THE DOGS?
You could say so! Following the raising of £717.30 for
Guide Dogs at the recent beer festival there was a
happy photo opportunity held at Hops d’Amour on a
sunny evening in June.

•

Lily is a black lab who is a retired guide dog and is
14 years old - held by Emer

•

Yolande is a golden retriever brood bitch who is
4 years old and had her first litter of puppies for
Guide Dogs in 2021 – held by Ruth.

According to Guide Dogs UK, £717 could pay for a
sighted guide partnership for seven months, helping
to build confidence and improve social interactions for
a person with sight loss. That also includes training for
family and friends so they can take their loved one out
safely. So, if you donated at the festival, you now know
the sort of things your money will be helping to deliver.
Well done to the Guide Dogs UK volunteers who shared
the dogs with us and worked so hard to raise such an
excellent amount.
The Coventry & District Branch adopts a different
charity or good cause for each of its beer festivals with
funds being raised through donated unused tokens and
by direct giving at a stand staffed by the chosen charity
and bucket shakes around the festival. The branch is
always pleased to receive suggestions for causes to be
adopted, particularly where there is strong local link
and/or where a relatively small amount of money will
make a big difference. It is critical, though, that people
representing the cause will be at the festival (With or
without dogs!) to make folk aware of the good cause
being supported and the opportunities to donate.

The dogs were obviously the stars of both occasions
and the focus of a great deal of attention; you will
understand how irresistible they were when you look at
that photo from Hops d’Amour

We will all remember Donald, Lily and Yolande for their
lovely dispositions and for being so adorable.

Obviously, everyone there wanted to know about the
dogs and here are the key details: •
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Donald is a golden retriever stud dog and is 7
years old - held by Brian

Elaine Tierney
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What are the objectives of LocAle?
•
•
•
•
•
•

To improve consumer choice due to more locally brewed real ales being available in pubs
To help local brewers sell more real ale allowing them to expand, benefiting the local economy and real ale
choice
To reduce “beer miles” resulting in less road congestion and pollution
Whether a given real ale qualifies as locally-brewed is determined by the distance from the pub to the brewery.
The Coventry & District branch has chosen a distance of 30 miles.
To increase tourism as successful local brewers, give the area greater distinctiveness and therefore tourist
appeal
To help pubs to thrive due to the wider availability of local real ales in pubs boosting the number of pub visits

Coventry Pubs
Pub			
Address			
Post code
Broomfield Tavern		
14-16 Broomfield Place		
CV5 6GY
Burnt Post			
Kenpas Highway		
CV3 6AW
Byatt’s Brewhouse Bar		
Unit 7-8 Lythalls Lane
			
Industrial Estate, Lythalls Lane
CV6 6FL
City Arms			
1 Earlsdon Street		
CV5 6EP
Criterion Theatre		
Berkeley Road South		
CV5 6EF
Dhillon’s Brewery		
Unit 14A Hales Industrial Estate,
			
Rowley’s Green Lane		
CV6 6AT
Gatehouse Tavern		
46 Hill Street			
CV1 4AN
Golden Cross			
8 Hay Lane			
CV1 5RF
Hearsall Inn			
45 Craven Street		
CV5 8DS
Hops d’Amour Micropub		
67 Corporation Street		
CV1 1GX
							
Longford Engine		
270 Bedworth Road		
CV6 6BP
Newlands			
Tile Hill Lane			
CV4 9DJ
Open Arms			
Daventry Road		
CV3 5DP
Rainbow			
73 Birmingham Road, Allesley
CV5 9GT
Red Lion			
Ansty Road			
CV2 2EY
Twisted Barrel Brewery & Tap House
Fargo Village, Far Gosford Street
CV1 5ED
The Tin at the Coal Vaults		
1-4, The Canal Basin,
			
St Nicholas Sreet, Coventry		
CV1 4LY
Albany Club (entry policy may apply) 10 Earlsdon Street		
CV5 6EG

Brewery (Beer miles)
Church End (15), Froth Blowers (20)
Purity (22)
Byatt’s (0)
Byatt’s (4), Purity (25)
Byatt’s (5), Church End (16)
Dhillon’s (0)
Byatt’s (4), Church End (14), Church Farm (12)
Byatt’s (4), Church End (14)
Byatt’s (4) Church End (15)
Byatt’s (4) Church End (15) Mashionistas (1.7)
Twisted Barrel (1) Triumph (4)
Purity (29)
Purity (25)
Purity (23)
Purity (29)
Purity (29)
Twisted Barrel (0)
Byatt’s Bottle Conditioned Beers (3)
Byatt’s (4)

Warwickshire Pubs
Pub			Address			Post code		Brewery (Beer miles)
Almanack			
Abbey End North, Kenilworth
CV8 1QJ		
Purity (18)
Clarendon Arms		
44 Castle Hill, Kenilworth		
CV8 1NB		
Purity (18)
Green Man			
Warwick Road, Kenilworth		
CV8 1HS		
Purity (18)
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PUB COMPANIES
WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO
Pub and Club Campaigns Committee feels that many
members would find it helpful to have more information
about the companies that control many of our pubs.
This is the first in a series of articles that will provide
the facts on pub company practices and operations,
explaining in particular how their business models work
and what this means for both licensees and, ultimately,
us as customers. The aim is to let the facts speak for
themselves so that members can make up their own
minds about the positive or negative effects of these
practices on our pubs and the folk who run them.

1. A POTTED
HISTORY OF THE PUBCO
Fifty years ago, when CAMRA was formed, the pub
landscape looked very different. For a start, there were
many more of them – some 75000 against around
47500 now. The majority of pubs (52000 or so) were
owned by breweries. The 89 small and regional breweries
had 13800 of them and the rest were in the hands of
the ‘Big Six’ – Bass Charrington, Allied, Whitbread,
Scottish & Newcastle, Watney/Grand Metropolitan and
Courage/Imperial.
Most of the other 23000 pubs were free houses (in name
anyway – many tied their beer supplies to a big brewer
in return for loans and discounts). Companies that just
owned pubs were few and far between – the likes of Sir
John Fitzgerald in the north-east and Heavitree in the
south west (though they tied themselves to Bass).
Just about every pub-owning brewery rigorously
imposed a supply tie on its own products. As late as the
mid-1980s, I remember a Greene King Director recoiling
in horror at my suggestion that they allow a few guest
beers in their pubs. As a result, new breweries found
outlets hard to come by and we customers were hardly
spoilt for choice, as a glance at a Good Beer Guide of
that era will reveal.
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Then, in 1989, along came the Beer Orders. The story of
this epochal legislation (for better or worse) is superbly
told in Laura Hadland’s recent Fifty Years of CAMRA
book but, in essence, the government acknowledged
the stranglehold on the industry exercised by the Big Six
and, among other things, capped their pub ownership
at 2000.
By now, because of closures and sell-offs, the Big Six
owned fewer pubs between them but the Orders still
meant around 11000 pubs coming onto the market.
We, of course, dreamed of a new golden age of multihandpumped free houses galore, but the reality was
sadly different. Companies were quickly established,
usually with close links to the Big Six, to hoover up
these pubs in big batches then negotiate supply deals,
invariably with the company who previously owned the
place. Enterprise Inns, for instance, started off with the
purchase of 368 pubs from Bass, and that’s where they
bought the beer from.
In the years that followed, wheeling and dealing saw
companies variously grow, collapse, merge, acquire,
dispose – it was very difficult to keep up with who owned
what. Some companies concentrated on managed
pubs, some on tenancies, a few on a mixed model.
Behemoths emerged – by 2004, Punch Taverns and
Enterprise each owned more than 8000 pubs, though
both had accumulated so much debt that they ran
into trouble come the financial crash and subsequently
retrenched. We’ll have a closer look at the current pub
company scene in the next article.
A brief history of Punch Taverns illustrates the volatility
surrounding pubcos from the 1990s onwards. Punch
formed in 1997, purchasing a tranche of pubs from
Bass. Two years later, they bought Inn Business (mostly
former Whitbread pubs) and then the rump of the
Allied estate. The managed pubs were spun off into a
separate division called Spirit. In 2003, they acquired
their 3100-strong rival Pubmaster plus a couple of
smaller companies. Next, Scottish & Newcastle’s
Summer 2022
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managed pubs were snapped up and added to Spirit.
By 2011 the impact of the crash was being felt, calling for
a ‘strategic review’. Spirit was demerged and, in 2015,
sold to Greene King. Come 2016, a takeover bid totalling
£403m (plus the taking on of a billion pounds of debt)
was accepted; 1900 pubs went to Heineken with the
remaining 1300 residing with Patron Capital, though the
Punch brand has been retained.
In the meantime, the treatment of their tenants by many
of the Pubcos had become a major issue and, after
years of campaigning, the Government was persuaded,
in 2014, to announce a statutory Pubs Code aimed at
regulating their practices and ensuring fair treatment for
tenants. We’ll return to the Code in a future article. In this
context, though, it needs mentioning that the currently
accepted definition of a pub company embraces
breweries that own pubs – and nowadays most such
companies have separate management structures for
their pub and brewing operations.
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Final comments. Pub companies are here to stay. There is
nothing wrong with the basic model and, indeed, there
are some excellent companies (mostly smaller ones)
who treat their licensees well and clearly see their pubs
as more than just property assets. It would, though, be
difficult to argue that the ways in which some companies
operate raise many issues around their custodianship of
what aren’t just piles of bricks-and-mortar but, in most
cases, precious and valued community assets. We’ll
examine those issues in due course.
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TWISTED BARREL ALE REBRAND AND NEW LOGO

TWISTED BARREL ALE
REBRAND AND NEW LOGO

The owners of the brewery previously known as
Twisted Barrel Ale have recently dropped the
word “Ale” from their name and launched a major
rebrand. They want to be recognised as artisan,
caring, passionate and, above all else, inclusive.
They also want the brewery to stand proud in a very
competitive field. So, in the wake of the tough times
that they and other breweries have faced recently,
they have taken stock of the brewery and tap
house and identified how they want their principles,
values, and attitude to be better represented to
their customers.
They are now simply Twisted Barrel, which is what
people generally called them anyway. They’ve
decided to bid farewell to the folk-styled logo
and city scene logo that whey have used for the
past seven years, and have worked alongside a
local artist/designer to come up with a new logo
that they feel fits their outlook. The new logo will
be rolled out gradually and will eventually feature
on the can labels, keg and cask clips and any
merchandise.
Along with the rebrand, the tap house has been
given a makeover: gone are the majority of the
hairy hi-vis paintings - although a few (mainly of
staff members) have been kept. The walls have
been repainted mainly in blue and white, and the
brewery are inviting artists who want to exhibit
some of their work on the newly painted walls to
get in touch.
Mike Tierney
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VIEW FROM BEHIND
THE MASHTUN - 54
On a recent exploration trip to a few pubs, one of the
pubs en route was one of those trendy bars, with an
emphasis on food. Probably big on cocktails too, but
that’s not something which would be remotely be on
my radar. I ordered a pint, which was from a relatively
local micro brewery. The other offering being Greene
King IPA. To say the beer was poor, would be doing a
dis-service to poor beers, it was absolutely awful. Whilst
complaining bitterly about the state of the stuff, I was
told the IPA was even worse. I suppose I could have
opted for a craft keg beer, but at this point was not in the
mood for a compromise option. I was subsequently told
that a craft beer that someone had as a replacement
was decidedly bland, so not a great move either.
I returned the offending pint and when the bar maid
eventually spoke to me, I told her that the beer was
undrinkable, that I did not want a replacement as there
was no suitable alternative. I told her that it wasn’t
about the money, although at getting on for £5 a pint,
this really is not good enough. I just wanted to register
my disgust and I would not be troubling them with my
custom again. I suspect they are not going to lose too
much sleep over this, but how do they know I wasn’t
checking the place out for a big company jolly, or
whatever?

live in more enlightened times, with beer written about
extensively. Although, looking at some of the main
stream press, you still sometimes wonder.
A recent story caught my eye. The one about the
crown returning to glassware. This has been touted as
one of the benefits of Brexit. The story goes that we
were forced by those nasty Europeans to replace the
crown with the European ce mark. That’s not quite how
I remember it. My recollection was that, the last British
glass manufacturer went out of business, so there was
no producer left that qualified for use of the crown
mark, so by default imported glasses had the European
mark on them. I suppose now we’re out something else
has to show that the measure is verified.
What I don’t get, is why this is such a wonderful thing.
Frankly I don’t give a damn whether my glass has got
ce or a crown, or Micky Mouse etched into it, as long
as it’s a pint. Don’t imagine it’s going to massively affect
my enjoyment of the contents of the glass one way or
the other. Just as I don’t care if my passport is blue or
burgundy, just as long as I can visit where I like without
hindrance. I never cease to be amazed by what people
think is important.
Paul Hamblett

The thing I find so strange about this scenario, is the fact
that they pride themselves on the quality of the food,
probably have an extensive, carefully selected wine list,
offer courteous and efficient service, but don’t seem to
give a damn about the beer they are serving. I have
come across this many times before and I think it’s a
shame. To take great care with most of your offer and
then spoil it in this way, is very short sighted, to my mind.
It’s as if beer is just something they feel they have to
sell, but it doesn’t really matter. This reminds me of the
earlier days of the Good Beer Guide, when tasting notes
appeared for beer, something only seen for wine and
possibly whisky, before. It was quite common for wine
snobs to sniffily dismiss beer as, well, just beer. Ok for the
proles but not to be taken seriously. Fortunately, we now
PiNT SiDES
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Is your local pub
under threat?
CAMRA has the tools
to help you save it

camra.org.uk/saveyourlocal
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BEST BOTTLED BEER IN BRITAIN

HARVEY’S BREWERY IS ONCE
AGAIN RECOGNISED FOR THE
BEST BOTTLED BEER IN BRITAIN
The judging and announcement took place at the
Coventry Beer Festival following a two-year hiatus
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The competition has
culminated following a series of local member voting
rounds and regional judging competitions throughout
the year.
Laura Emson of CAMRA’s National Executive, who
made the announcement, said: “The Champion Bottled
Beer of Britain competition is a national celebration of
bottle-conditioned beer, and is the culmination of hard
work by local brewery teams from across the country,
and CAMRA members who select and judge the beers
regionally.
Harvey’s Imperial Extra Double Stout is crowned Champion
Bottled Beer of Britain in prestigious CAMRA award

Harvey’s Imperial Extra Double Stout has once again
been crowned the Champion Bottled Beer of Britain in
CAMRA’s prestigious annual award, which recognises
the best bottle-conditioned real ale in the country.
The 9% Imperial Extra Double Stout was described by
judges as “one of the best we’ve ever had”. A previous
winner in the competition in 2015, it is a shining example
of a heritage beer style that has been around for
centuries.
Miles Jenner, Head Brewer at Harvey’s said: “We are all
thrilled to learn of this award. The beer is an authentic
recreation of a classic style that was popular in the early
nineteenth century, when Harvey’s commenced trading.
It has received many accolades since we first brewed it
in 1999.
For it to take the Championship twice, in the space of
seven years, speaks volumes for this uncompromising
strong stout.”

“It is fantastic to be able to run this competition once
again post-pandemic, and a great reminder that
despite the difficulties over the last few years the beer
industry remains strong and thriving. Bottled beer has
enjoyed a renaissance due to the constraints of pubgoing during lockdown, so this is a particularly welldeserved achievement for our winner Harvey’s, as well
as our finalists Hobson’s Dhustone Stout and Runaway
IPA, who have made this such a brilliant competition.”
This year CAMRA re-launched its bottle and canned
accreditation scheme, now dubbed ‘One to Try’ to
support more breweries producing ‘live beer’ and
making it easier for brewers to sign up.
Emson adds: “The pandemic helped remind us all just
how important bottled and canned beer is, and we’re
incredibly lucky to have such a huge breadth and
variety available in bottles these days. Alongside these
fantastic winning brews, I’d recommend consumers keep
their eye out for our ‘One to Try’ sticker, a true indication
of quality.”

Runners up in the competition include Hobson’s
Dhustone Stout (4.3%) and Runaway IPA (5.5%) which
took home Joint Silver.
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LANDLORDS, email editor@coventry.camra.org.uk and tell us about your up and coming events.
You can even publicise them on our website by emailing contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

COVENTRY CAMRA DIARY SUMMER 2022
JULY

Tuesday 30 20.00

Wednesday 20 20.30
Branch Business Meeting Hearsall Inn 45 Craven Street CV5 8DS.

Tuesday 26 20.00
Survey Humber Hotel Humber Road CV3 1BA. Meet here,
moving on to Earl of Mercia.

AUGUST

Social Red Lion Ansty Road CV2 2EY. CAMRA discounts apply
at this Ember Inn.

SEPTEMBER
Tuesday 6 20.20
Branch Business Meeting Old Windmill Inn 14 Spon Street CV1 3BA.

Tuesday 13 20.00

Tuesday 2 20.00
Kenilworth. Starting at Abbey Field 6 High Street CV8 1LZ,
moving on to Virgins and Castle.

Tuesday 9 20.00
Social Hare and Hounds Watery Lane Keresley CV7 8JA.

Tuesday 16 20.00
Survey Painted Lady Longfellow Road CV2 5HN, moving on to
Rose and Crown, Walsgrave Road, finishing at Earl of Mercia.

Tuesday 23 18.20
Awayday Meet at Coventry Railway Station, Station Square
CV1 2GT for train to Walsall to sample some of the pubs there.

Survey Hickory’s Smoke House Burton Green CV4 8AP. Starting
here, moving on to Auction House, Tile Hill (formerly The Bell).

Wednesday 21 20.30
Branch AGM Hearsall Inn 45 Craven Street CV5 8DS, followed
by Social.

Tuesday 27 20.00
Kenilworth. Starting at Green Man 168 Warwick Road CV8 1HS,
moving on to Ale Rooms
For more up to date information please refer to our website coventry.camra.org.uk and
ALWAYS CHECK BEFORE SETTING OUT FOR AN EVENT.
YET MORE REASONS TO JOIN CAMRA

SPRING 2022

YET MORE REASONS TO JOIN CAMRA
You are probably aware by now of the many reasons why
lovers of Real Ale should become a member of CAMRA
(along with the other 192,470 like-minded people). Did you
know that there are also a few financial incentives to join:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

£30 worth of real ale vouchers
10% discount on all holidays booked with
cottages4you
15% discount on all holidays booked with UK BOAT
HIRE
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products with
Cotswold Outdoor
10% discount on all holidays booked with Hoseasons
20% off coach travel with National Express
20% off all brewery tours and brew a beer days with
Red Letter Days
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products from
Toprooms.com
Save up to 52% off entry to the UK’s top attractions
10% discount at beerhawk.co.uk

PiNT SiDES

Summer 2022

Pubs around the country are offering CAMRA members
special money-off real ale deals. For details on discounts,
please visit the CAMRA website at www.camra.org.uk/
benefits.
CAMRA, and the organisations offering these discounts,
reserve the right to withdraw any offer at any time without
warning.
You also get a monthly colour newspaper (What’s Brewing)
informing you of beer and pub news and detailing events
and beer festivals from around the country. You also get a
quarterly copy of the magazine ‘BEER’ which is packed with
superb features on pubs, beers and breweries. In addition,
you get free or discounted admission to the 160+ beer
festivals that CAMRA organise, including the Great British
Beer Festival and the Great British Beer Festival Winter.
An even greater advantage is the opportunity to become
involved in your local branch. This includes social events,
meeting new friends, working at beer festivals as well as
campaigning.
If this has finally persuaded you to join go to
www.camra.org.uk
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Lo e
pubs?

CAMRA Membership is for you!

From
as little as

£28.50†

a year. That’s less
than a pint a
month!
Includes

£30**
Real Ale
Cider & Perry
Vouchers

We’re leading the fight to keep pubs alive and thriving
in every community, serving quality ales and ciders.
Find out more camra.org.uk/joinup

✂

Lo e
beer?

Or enter your details and complete the Direct Debit form below and you will receive
15 months membership for the price of 12 and save £2 on your membership subscription

Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form,
visit www.camra.org.uk/joinup, or call 01727 798440.* All forms should be addressed to
Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.
Direct Debit
Non DD
Your details:
Title ................................ Surname ...............................................................
Forename(s) ..................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) .....................................................................
Address ............................................................................................................

Single Membership (UK) £28.50

£30.50

Under 26 Membership

£20.00

£22.00

Joint Membership
£36.50
(At the same address)
Joint Under 26 Membership£22.00

£38.50

............................................................................................................................

Please indicate whether
you wish to receive BEER
by email OR post:

................................................................. Postcode ......................................

I wish to Opt-in to

Email address ................................................................................................
Daytime Tel ....................................................................................................

Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)
Title ................................ Surname ................................................................
Forename(s) ....................................................................................................
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy) ......................................................................

£30.00

Email

Post

General Communications
Branch Communications

Concessionary rates are available only for Under
26 Memberships.
I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and
agree to abide by the Memorandum and
Articles of Association which can be found on
our website.
Signed ...........................................................................
Date ...............................................................................
Applications will be processed within 21 days.

Direct Debit Instruction
Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd. 230 Hatfield Road, St. Albans, Herts AL1 4LW
Email: membership@camra.org.uk Telephone: 01727 867201
Name(s) of Account Holder

This Guarantee should be detached
and retained by the payer.

Billing Address

The Direct Debit
Guarantee
l

Bank or Building Society Account Number

Branch Sort Code

l

Postcode
Payments will show as CAMRA Membership
on your bank statement.

l

I understand that CAMRA has partnered with Stripe, who collects Direct Debits on
behalf of CAMRA and confirm that I am the account holder and the only person
required to authorize debits from this account.
l

Signature
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✂

l

†Price of single membership when paying by Direct Debit. *Calls from landlines charged at standard national rates, cost may
vary from mobile phones. New Direct Debit members will receive a 12 month supply of vouchers in their first 15 months of
membership. The data you provide will be processed in accordance with our privacy policy in accordance with the General
Data Protection Regulations.

This Guarantee is offered by all banks and
building societies that accept instructions
to pay Direct Debits.
If there are any changes to the amount,
date or frequency of your Direct Debit,
Stripe will notify you 2 working days in
advance of your account being debited
or as otherwise agreed. If you request
Stripe to collect a payment, confirmation
of the amount and date will be given to
you at the time of the request.
If an error is made in the payment of
your Direct Debit, by Stripe or your bank
or building society you are entitled to a
full and immediate refund of the amount
paid from your bank or building society.
If you receive a refund you are not entitled
to, you must pay it back when Stripe asks
you to.
You can cancel a Direct Debit at any time
by simply contacting your bank or building
society. Written confirmation may be
required. Please also notify us.
Setup of Direct Debit Instruction with
Stripe on behalf of CAMRA.
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The

Greyhound
Inn

Sutton Stop,
Longford, Coventry,
CV6 6DF
02476 363 046

A traditional CAMRA multiple award winning
freehouse, serving ales since 1830.

d, Coventry CV6 6DF T: 02476 363046 greyhound.inn@hotmail.co.uk

Situated on the lovely junction of the
with and
compliments
Coventry
Oxford canals.

Serving home cooked, hearty meals freshly
w.greyhoundinn.org
prepared 7 days a week.
Consistently featured in the good beer guide for
many years

6 Real ales, excellent food,
warm and friendly welcome
with old fashioned values and manners.
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