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EDITORIALE
WELCOME
Welcome to the autumn edition of Pint Sides
where the big local news is the inclusion of three
brand new Coventry entries in the 2017 Good Beer
Guide which was published in September. These
are Drapers, Earl of Mercia and Twisted Barrel and
represent a quarter of our allocation of 12 pubs
in the Guide (to find out the other nine you will
have to buy the guide or the very handy app) which
features more than 4,500 of the UK’s best pubs,
1,073 of which were not in the 2016 Guide. In
addition a staggering total of 1,540 breweries are
included.
The regional launch of the guide took place in the
Twisted Barrel in mid September, primarily because
being an entirely vegan establishment it does not

Branch Contacts
Secretary - Louise Madder
secretary@coventry.camra.org.uk
Chairman - Mike Tierney
chairman@coventry.camra.org.uk
Editor - Graham Paine
editor@coventry.camra.org.uk
Social Secretary - Paul Hamblett
socials@coventry.camra.org.uk
Telephone 02476 427675.
Email: contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

Branch Website
Coventry & District
coventry.camra.org.uk
twitter: @covcamra

To Advertise
2000 copies of PintSides are distributed
throughout the Coventry & Warwickshire area, as
well as Birmingham and Northampton.

use isinglass to fine beer which more and more
brewers are choosing as alternatives to nowadays.
Isinglass cones from fish bladders which makes
it unsuitable for vegetarians and vegans. BBC’s
Midlands Today gave good coverage to the event in
their evening news bulletin that day.
Finally I hope that you enjoy our latest edition - I
am always happy to receive articles for publication
if you have any good ideas - and wherever you are
reading it happy supping.

Graham Paine
(Editor Pint Sides)

To place an advert or enquire about our rate
card please contact:
Neil Richards - 01536 358670
n.richards@btinternet.com

Trading Standards
All initial requests for consumer advice are
dealt with by Consumer Direct, the national
Consumer advice helpline. Consumers can contact
Consumer Direct on 08454 04 05 06 (Minicom
users should call 08451 28 13 84). Consumers
can also email Consumer Direct via their website:
www.consumerdirect.gov.uk
Consumer Direct telephone opening hours:
Monday - Friday 8am - 6:30pm,
Saturday 9am - 1pm.
Copyright CAMRA. All rights reserved.
Pint Sides is published by the Coventry Branch of
the Campaign for Real Ale.
The views expressed are not necessarily those of
CAMRA Ltd or its Branch.
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LOCAL NEWS

LOCAL NEWS
Greene King owned Bear & Ragged Staff on
Warwick Road has been selling guest beers from
other breweries. Ales from Oakham and Truman
were on the bar when recently visited.

has purchased a brand new brewing plant which
will be installed shortly. Progress has been a little
slower than hoped but work on the new premises
commenced on 22nd August with completion due in
autumn.

Four ales were found on sale at The Gauntlet
recently. There were two beers from Robinsons
(Dizzy Blonde & Trooper, Butcombe Bitter & St
Austell Tribute.)

The Peeping Tom in Burton Green has re-opened as
Hickory’s Smokehouse specialising in barbecued
meat following an extensive refurbishment. Two
real ales were on sale when visited.

COVENTRY
It was reported in the last edition the Lionheart
Brewery in Coventry has decided to re-brand itself.
The brewery is now known as Dhillon’s and brewing
is in full production with a new head brewer. The
brewery is located at 14a Hales Industrial Estate,
Rowleys Green, Longford and has its own tap room
called Dhillon’s Bar. Beers currently available are:
GPA (Golden Pale Ale),Amber, Stout, Red IPA & Dark
Ruby. Contact details & further information about
the brewery and its products can be found on its
website - www.dhillonsbrewery.com

The Black Horse in Spon End was purchased at
auction recently. The building, which has been
closed for some years, has planning permission to
be used as a house in multiple occupancy and also
has permission for the ground floor to be used as
a wholesaler and the floors above to be used as a
house share. It is not known what plans the new
owner has for the pub, which has been closed
for some years. The building is locally listed. This
doesn’t prevent it from being demolished but
planners would have to consider the impact of any
major proposal.

The Albany Social Club in Earlsdon has installed
a third hand pull. Previously selling Abbot Ale and
Doom Bar, the club has retained Abbot Ale and
now offers a rotating guest instead of Doom Bar.
The first beer on sale was Dark Star Hophead which
sold out in less than 24 hours! The beer on sale
when visited was Oakham Citra which was in very
good condition. The third hand pull will be used
to dispense beers from Byatt’s who have signed
a contract to supply the club. Please note that
the Albany is a private members’ club and advice
on how to apply for membership can be found
on their website. Readers might like to know that
club members get a discount of £0.60 on every
pint Monday to Thursday and a 10% discount at AJ
Harvey’s off licence on Earlsdon St.

The Golden Cross on Coventry city centre is to
undergo major refurbishment. It closed in October
and is due to reopen in early November. The striking
Grade II listed pub was built in 1583 and boasts one
of the only surviving medieval timber frames in the
city. The pub which has been trading as a “Young
and Edgy” bar (the phrase used by Star Pubs & Bars
who own the building) will be re-launched as a “Bit
of Style” venue (again the phrase used by Star Pubs
& Bars), utilising the pub’s location to appeal to
the passing trade of shoppers and tourists. The pub
will be leased when refurbished and negotiations
are underway with an interested party. Should
negotiations prove successful the new lessee will
definitely be stocking real ales with one hand pump
dedicated to ales from local breweries.

It was reported previously that Byatt’s Brewery
would be expanding into larger premises just two
doors down from its present site. The brewery

Beer Gonzo in Earlsdon has received planning
permission to turn the rear store room into a
tap room. Space has been freed up at the back of

KENILWORTH
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the shop as the expansion of internet sales has
meant that the storage of beers has to be moved
elsewhere. The planning application generated over
200 signatures of support from customers and
neighbours. The area to be converted will have a bar
and glass washing area and will have space for 38
customers. Details of the brewers to be on sale are
not yet known but there will definitely be lines for
craft keg beers.
It is intended the tap room will host events such
as tutored beer tastings and “Meet the Brewer”
evenings. The owners’ vision is to open the back
area as a tap room for the local community and
customer base to taste a regular, ever-changing
array of rare, vintage and award winning beers
that they will endeavour to source. They have no
intention of opening a late night bar and wish to
provide a sophisticated and credible alternative to
what is currently on offer in Earlsdon Street and
attract new visitors to the area. The taproom would
be open from 12pm - 9pm Monday to Friday, 12pm
- 8pm on Saturday and 12pm - 5pm on Sunday.
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More LocAle Pubs in
Coventry and Kenilworth
CAMRA LocAle is an initiative that promotes pubs
and clubs stocking locally brewed real ale. The
scheme builds on growing consumer demand for
quality local produce and an increased awareness of
‘green’ issues. Locally brewed ale is defined as that
which is produced within a 30 mile radius of the
pub participating in the scheme. Details of each pub
in the scheme can be found elsewhere in this (and
every forthcoming) issue of Pint Sides.
Stocking a local beer can enable pubs to differentiate
themselves from other local pubs, thereby gaining
new customers and increasing beer sales. Stocking
locally brewed real ale will also give pubs the edge
over supermarkets and off licences selling low-cost
mass-market lagers. To participate licensees must
agree to endeavour to ensure that at least one
locally-brewed real ale is on sale at all times. Only
real ale can be promoted as a CAMRA LocAle.
The latest pubs to join the LocAle scheme are
the Rainbow in Coventry and the Old Bakery in
Kenilworth.

carnivores! LocAles are sourced from Purity, Wood
Farm and Nelson breweries.

Old Bakery

The Old Bakery in Kenilworth’s High Street is
a regular in CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide, and is
currently the Coventry branch’s Warwickshire pub
of the year. The house beer is brewed by Byatt’s
- Purity and Church End beers are frequent guests.
As well as supplying those in the scheme with
LocAle publicity materials, we regularly hold branch
socials at LocAle venues. Details of our LocAle pubs
can also be found on our website:
www.coventry.camra.org.uk
Any licensees within the Coventry and District
branch area who are interested in participating
in the LocAle scheme should contact me, Steve
Edwards, on 07518-065668 or email locale@
coventry.camra.org.uk. Licensees will receive high
visibility promotional material so that customers
are aware of their participation in the scheme (as
well as a mention in Pint Sides!).

Locale at the Rainbow

The Rainbow Inn in Allesley Village, is a lively 17th
century village pub with several rooms all with
low ceilings, including a dining room with its own
bar – the menu includes some unusual choices for
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Sunday Lunch Walk 52
Upper reaches of River Sowe and white roads
Sunday 6th November
ASH GREEN
3 miles
We have a walk with a great deal of variety this
month. It forms almost a figure of eight and at times
seems like an urban walk, at others a rural one. We
meet at the BULL AND ANCHOR on Wheelwright
Lane at 12 noon. It sells Greene King beers.
At 12.30 we cross the road and walk down Barratts
Lane, which soon narrows to become a path.
Through a field we come to a gate which gives
access to a path alongside Bedworth bypass. This
path forms a tunnel through the woodland beside
the road, but it is ruined by the amount of rubbish
thrown from passing traffic. It illustrates how little
much of the population thinks of its environment.
We soon come to the point where the bypass
crosses the River Sowe and from here follow a
riverside path upstream. At the footbridge we cross
the river and continue towards St Giles church
tower in the distance.
We go through the churchyard, then across St Giles
Road and we walk through a playground. Across
Vicarage Lane we take the path between Numbers
60 and 62 to re-enter fields. This takes us over
Breach Brook, a tributary of the Sowe, and through
a field that is usually occupied by horses. Walking
alongside the M6 for a short distance we reach
Royal Oak Lane close to the ROYAL OAK, which we
should reach at about 1.30. We can stay for half an
hour, but I am afraid it doesn’t sell any ale, so we
will have to look for an interesting bottled beer or
something else for refreshment. The last time I was
there I drank Guinness West Indies Porter.
Leaving at 2.00 we walk back along Ash Green Lane
as far as Blackberry Lane. Along the lane we pass
The Bungalow and Granary Barn, where the lane
becomes a path. The paths around here are all new

to me, despite the fact that I was born and brought
up only a mile away. Furthermore, they are not
shown on the Ordnance maps as rights of way, they
are shown as white roads, so I can only conclude
that they were previously access roads to the old
Keresley pit, although you wouldn’t get a vehicle
down them now!
The path takes us to the country park close to
Prologis Park. This country park was created by
Prologis and consists simply of a lake, probably
created by mining subsidence in this locality, and
so, in the local parlance, it is a ‘ slough ‘. We can
walk round the lake and look for the heron I saw on
my survey.
Opposite the Country Park a path heads off
alongside the school playing fields back to
Wheelwright Lane. Here we turn left to return to
the BULL AND ANCHOR for 3.00pm.

FUTURE EXPEDITIONS
These walks are all advertised on the website
realalerambles.co.uk
They all start at 12 noon.

SUN 11TH DEC
UPPER GUPHILL BROOK
Meet at Vale, Nod Rise

SUN JAN
KENILWORTH COMMON
Meet at Engine, School Lane, Kenilworth
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A BLOOMING GOOD PUB

A Blooming Good Pub

I like a good pint, convivial surroundings and good value food
when I visit a pub. What makes a pub special is the extra that the
licensee gives me, and that is in abundance on a visit to the Bull
& Butcher at Corley Moor.
The floral displays in spring and summer are spectacular – hanging
baskets, window boxes and an amazing variety of containers.
More surprises are added every year. This year it is a bicycle filled
with flowers in the basket which is fastened to the front wall.
This is a real community pub with special events throughout the
year, often with children in mind.
As grandparents, we can enjoy the large play area – the
grandchildren can occupy themselves for ages, especially on the
bouncy castle, whilst we enjoy a pint of good ale.
Carole Witt
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PUBS FOR THE GOOD BEER GUIDE

How Does Coventry & District Branch
Select Pubs For The Good Beer Guide?
Each branch of CAMRA has its own way of selecting
pubs for the Good Beer Guide (GBG). At each
monthly meeting of Coventry & District branch a
summary of National Beer Scoring System (NBSS)
scores for our area is presented to the branch by the
NBSS co-ordinator. From this information members
are encouraged to visit pubs that are scoring highly.
Note is also made of current GBG pubs that are
scoring badly.

pubs is also published on the branch website
(members only area). The facility is available for
members who cannot attend the voting meeting to
submit their votes prior to the meeting.

At each monthly branch meeting nominations are
invited for possible entry into the next year’s GBG.

The administrator then scores their choices, with
‘n’ points for their top choice, ‘n-1’ points for their
second choice, down to 1 for their final choice.

Nominations close at the end of the November
meeting, when a list of nominations is available to
members, who are encouraged to visit these pubs
as much as possible between then and the voting
meeting. Pubs already in GBG are automatically
nominated as potential entries, unless there is a
reason for not doing so (e.g. change of licensee).
Prior to the voting meeting the list of nominated
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The voting system is as follows:
If the branch has an allocation of ‘n’ pubs, members
are asked to prioritise their choices up to a
maximum of ‘n’ pubs.

If a member does not use all ‘n’ pubs, but only
selects ‘y’ pubs, then their top choice gets ‘y’ points
and so on.
The total points are then added up, and the top ‘n’
pubs are selected for the next GBG.
Jim Witt

ACCREDITATION FOR CANNED BEER

AUTUMN 2016

Bristol Brewery becomes ﬁrst in world
to be granted “CAMRA Says This Is Real
Ale” accreditation for canned beer
The Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) has given its
first ever accreditation for real ale to a canned beer
- from Moor Beer Company in Bristol.

“We look forward to granting the accreditation to
many more breweries producing canned beers in
similar ways to Justin at Moor.”

The campaigning organisation carried out tests
on the “micro-canned” beer from Moor Beer at its
recent Great British Beer Festival and concluded that
the beer qualified as real ale under its definition.

Justin Hawke from Moor Beer said: “I moved to
England because of my love for real ale, so when
I made the decision to can our beer there was
only one way we were going to do it - fully canconditioned with live yeast.

CAMRA’s quality control laboratory at the Great
British Beer Festival reported that the beer in Moor
Beer cans still contained live yeast, and further test
results showed that any carbonation was created by
natural secondary fermentation.
It makes Moor Beer the first brewery in the world to
be granted the “CAMRA says this is real ale” logo to
use on a canned beer.
National chairman of CAMRA,Colin Valentine, said:
“There have been a lot of developments in the
brewing industry and CAMRA has been working
hard to make sure that we understand them and
how they fit with our real ale definition.

“We invested very heavily in our canning line
and process control to get it right, taking a huge
risk being the first to go down this path. Cans had
a horrible reputation, but actually it is the best
package type for portability because it blocks all
light and oxygen from getting in and ruining the
beer.
“It is also a much more environmentally friendly
container, being lighter in weight, more recyclable,
and safer than glass. We worked really hard with
our designer Ben King from Ich Bin Ben to make the
outside of the can as awesome as the beer inside.
The beer itself is amazing, and getting CAMRA’s
recognition give us a huge sense of achievement.”

“I’m delighted that we’ve been able to show that
“micro-canned” beer under the right circumstances
can qualify as real ale, which means that more
drinkers can get access to what we believe is the
pinnacle of brewing skill - live beer which continues
to ferment and develop in whichever container it’s
served from.
“We carried out similar tests on key-cask beers
several years ago and accepted those as real ale and
we’re hopeful brewers will continue to innovate and
find ways of making real ale as accessible to drinkers
as possible through these sorts of developments.
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TOP 16 PUBS IN THE UK

Top 16 pubs in the UK named by
Campaign for Real Ale
As its launches the latest edition of its Good Beer
Guide, the Campaign for Real Ale (CAMRA) has
named the top 16 pubs in the country as part of its
nationwide search for the National Pub of the Year.
The top 16 features a wide range of different types
of pubs, from community owned, to pubs which
have been in the same family for centuries, to
micropubs.
The 16 regional winners have been selected as
the best pubs in their areas by CAMRA volunteers
as part of the prestigious competition, which
culminates in the announcement of the National
Pub of the Year in early 2017.
Each of the regional finalists will now compete in
the next round of the competition, hoping to be
named one of the four super-regional finalists and stay in with a chance of becoming the overall
winner.
All of the regional finalists are celebrating being
featured in the new edition of CAMRA’s Good Beer
Guide, published on 15 September - which lists
thousands more of the top pubs across the country,
as well as giving full listings of all breweries in each
county.
National Pub of the Year Co-ordinator Andrea Briers
said: “You have to be a great pub to get featured in
the Good Beer Guide and an absolutely fantastic
pub to be named a Regional Pub of the Year - so
whatever happens all the pubs should be extremely
proud of themselves.
“The competition really gets difficult now, with the
best 16 pubs in the country up against one another
to whittle it down to the best in each “super-region”
and then the CAMRA judges have the hardest job of
all - deciding which of those four will be named the
CAMRA National Pub of the Year.”

12

REGIONAL WINNERS
CENTRAL SOUTHERN
CROSS KEYS, THAME
Home of the Thame Brewery. Transformed from
a failing keg only pub, this fantastic pub serves
plentiful ales to a discerning drinker. Usually busy,
the bar will see at least two beers change every
day over the weekend, and more during the week.
Keep a close eye on Twitter for unusual beers, but
be warned, they will go quickly! With cribbage, and
other bar games available, you can easily wend an
afternoon and evening away. Branch Pub of the year
as well as Branch cider Pub of the Year 2016.

EAST ANGLIA
STANFORD ARMS, LOWESTOFT
A free house offering a wide range of beers (up to 12
on handpump) in a large single, “L” shaped bar. The
single traditional bar has been nicely refurbished
with a new tiled floor, wooden tables & a wide range
of breweriana decorating the walls. To the rear is
a large courtyard garden with its own wood-fired
pizza oven (Friday evening is pizza night). A dish of
the day is often available late Saturday afternoon.
Quiz and food nights are held on Wednesday
evenings with live music at weekends.

EAST MIDLANDS
OLD OAK INN, HORSLEY WOODHOUSE
2016 Amber Valley CAMRA Pub of The Year and
taphouse for the Leadmill Brewery, The Old Oak
features an extensive variety of Leadmill beers, plus
a couple of guests. This traditional pub boasts four
rooms of differing character, some with open fires.
At weekends drinkers can enjoy a mini beer festival
offering gravity dispensed ales from craft brewers
near and far alongside the more local Leadmill
and Bottle Brook beers. Homely, welcoming, and
excellent value for money.

TOP 16 PUBS IN THE UK
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GREATER LONDON

NORTH EAST

HOPE, CARSHALTON

STEAMBOAT, SOUTH SHIELDS

Owned by 46 of the customers and totally free of
tie, this community pub is ‘by beer enthusiasts for
beer enthusiasts’. Five rapidly changing guest beers
are supplemented by three key keg ales. There are
no fruit machines, TV or ‘muzak’.

Offering an impressive range of beers from
independent and microbrewers on eight handpumps
plus a real cider, the Steamboat is a regular local
CAMRA Pub of the Year winner. A pub full of
character and atmosphere, run by friendly staff,
it has a large bar with a raised seating area and a
small lounge. The South Shields ferry and Custom
House theatre are nearby. Beer festivals, cheese and
ale and Meet the Brewer nights are arranged on a
regular basis.

GREATER MANCHESTER
BAUM, ROCHDALE
A former National Pub of the Year winner. A hidden
gem within a conservation area, the Baum occupies
part of the Rochdale Pioneer Museum building on
an isolated part of Toad Lane, just south of the bypass. A split level inn with old world charm, the
conservatory at the rear overlooks a large beer
garden. Friendly staff serve seven real ales, a cider,
a large selection of worldwide bottled beers and
continental lagers on draught. CAMRA Branch pub
of the year 2015 and 2016

KENT
RIFLE VOLUNTEERS. MAIDSTONE
A stone-built, single-bar, street-corner pub located
only a short walk away from Maidstone’s main
shopping area. It is one of only two Goacher’s tied
houses and has new licensees since March 2015.The
interior, which retains many of its original features,
is perhaps somewhat spartan in appearance but is
comfortable enough. Cider, perry and snacks are also
available. A place for a quiet drink or conversation
as the pub has no fruit machines, jukebox or piped
music. Local CAMRA branch Pub of the Year 2016.

MERSEYSIDE AND CHESHIRE
CRICKETERS, ST HELENS
The Cricketers has established itself as an excellent
cask ale pub. Now with 13 handpumps on the bar
the beers come from newer regional brewers and
local microbreweries. This is a very friendly local
community pub on the edge of the town centre
which hosts darts and pool teams. Entertainment
is offered on the weekend and regular social events
are held including ones for various local charities. St
Helens CAMRA pub of the year in 2014,15 and 16
St Helens Cider Pub of year 2015 and previously
top 16 Regional Pub of the Year 2015

SCOTLAND AND NORTHERN IRELAND
VOLUNTEERARMS (STAGGS), MUSSELBURGH
Superb pub run by the same family since 1858. The
bar and snug are traditional with a wooden floor,
wood panelling and mirrors from defunct local
breweries. The attractive gantry is topped with
old casks. The more modern lounge opens at the
weekend. Up to nine guest beers, mostly pale and
hoppy, change very regularly. CAMRA Edinburgh
& SE Scotland Pub of the Year 2016 and winner of
many previous awards including CAMRA Pub of the
Year 1997.

SOUTH WEST
SALUTATION, HAM
An attractive, welcoming country pub situated in
the Severn Valley within walking distance of the
Jenner Museum, Berkeley Castle and Deer Park.
Two guest ales sourced from micro-breweries and
two ciders from Gwatkin along with the occasional
perry. The two cosy bar areas include an eating
room where traditional home-cooked food can be
enjoyed, along with a skittle alley/function room.
The pub is popular with walkers and cyclists. There
is a child-safe front garden with a children’s play
area. Closed Monday lunchtime. Recent winner of
several CAMRA awards and CAMRA National Pub of
the Year in 2015.
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SURREY & SUSSEX

WEST MIDLANDS

BROOKSTEED ALEHOUSE, WORTHING

EARL GREY, LEEK

Worthing’s second micro-pub opened on 5th
September 2014. It is named after the former
name for South Farm Road. There are up to five
ever-changing ales and three ciders/perry from far
and wide. They are served direct from the cask in a
purpose-built cool room.Also on sale is an extensive
range of bottled beers from around the world, plus
wines. The décor is colourful, bright and airy and in
keeping with its previous usage as a hairdressing
salon, there are some unusual innovative features.
Traditional snacks include a cheese board plus pies
and savouries from The Pantry next door.

Recently re-opened Free House on the road out
of town; the new landlord says that he wants to
specialise in beers that are unusual for the area. The
house beer, Earl Grey Bitter, is brewed by Whim of
Hartington, and real cider is available. Very much
smartened and brightened up from its previous
incarnation, the pub now consists of three areas:
a lounge that greets the visitor on entry, a small,
raised area where the bar is located, and a corridor
with a sofa in. Watch out for the pub dog, a bundle
of furry effusion. Note that in addition to the five
cask beers two guest beers are served by key keg
dispense.

WALES
ARVON ALE HOUSE, LLANDRINDOD WELLS

WEST PENNINES

Arvon Ale House opened in November 2014, the
first micropub in this part of Wales. Sensibly priced
beers are sourced from Wales, the borders and the
Midlands and two real ciders are offered. This is a
welcome addition to the Llandrindod pub scene.
Formed out of former shop premises, the pub is
small and perfectly formed. It’s a proper alehouse
for the quiet enjoyment of beer with no extraneous
attractions. Bottle conditioned beers from Waen
Brewery available. Snacks are available. Every
month ‘All comers’ folk music session on the second
and fourth Sunday.

SWAN WITH TWO NECKS, PENDLETON

WESSEX
THE BOTTLE INN, MARSHWOOD, DORSET
Idyllic pub situated on the Dorset/Devon border
with a single bar serving two small rooms. Family
room and skittle alley at the rear. leading to a large
garden overlooking Marshwood Vale. Apart from
pork pies no regular meals are served except on
Fridays which is Curry Night. Up to six changing
ales, sourced locally and nationally are served plus
six ciders. Nettle eating contest in July. Sports TV,
but in separate back bar.
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CAMRA National Pub of the Year 2014 and
recipient of many other local and national awards.
This is an outstanding and recently renovated
traditional pub set in a pretty Pendleside village
that’s deservedly popular with locals and visitors
alike. Five constantly changing ales and one real
cider are served and discounts are available for
CAMRA members. Delicious home-cooked food is
also served with many high quality specialised local
dishes. There’s plenty of outdoor seating so you can
watch the world go by in summer plus lovely open
fires when the weather grows colder. The pub has a
large car park and dogs on leads are welcome in the
beer garden.

YORKSHIRE
GEORGE AND DRAGON, HUDSWELL
At the heart of the village, this homely multiroomed country inn has a large beer terrace offering
fantastic panoramic views over the Swale valley.
Rescued and refurbished in 2010 after a successful
community buy-out (including local resident
William Hague), it now offers its own library, shop,
allotments and various other community facilities
as well as food and drink. Either Rudgate Ruby Mild
or Wall’s Northallerton Dark are always available,
with other beers mostly from Yorkshire breweries.

Spread a Little
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with
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GOOD CIDER AS IT USED TO BE

GOOD CIDER
AS IT USED TO BE
Believe it or not, it is nearly 30 years since CAMRA
published its first edition of the Good Cider Guide.
This book first came out in October 1987, compiled,
almost single-handed, by cider enthusiast David
Kitton.
He had originally produced an earlier version,
published by Virgin, but this was the first time that
CAMRA had seriously promoted real cider and perry
to the outside world, and it is interesting today to
see how the cider industry has changed, by looking
at the producers and outlets that were around in
those days.
There were around 80 producers listed in the
Guide, although there were a lot more that were
not included, but nothing like the hundreds of
producers that you can find today, and only about a
third of them are still going, with some areas having
changed dramatically.
One of the most remarkable changes has been in
Wales. This country was traditionally a big cider
and perry area, but when the Guide came out there
were no known producers at all. Look how that has
changed today, where there has been a big revival in
cider and perry production and now several dozen
makers.
Similarly Dorset, another traditional cider area,
has taken off again recently, with a whole range of
new producers. When this Guide was published,
there were only two, and neither of them are still
producing. Mill House at Overmoigne is now
a museum, and has one of the most amazing
collections of cider presses to be found anywhere.
Likewise, Captain Thimbleby at Wolfeton House no
longer produces, but the eccentric medieval and
Elizabethan house is open to the public (at least it
was the last time I checked).
There were, of course, a number of producers who
were subsequently bought up and closed down by
the big companies. One of them was Symonds
in Herefordshire, whose family had been making
cider since 1727. But this meant little to Bulmers,
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who eventually bought them and closed them
down, while still making a keg cider called Symonds
Scrumpy Jack. Likewise, Bulmers did the same with
Inch’s in Devon, who had been making cider since
the beginning of the 1900s. Once again, bought up
and closed down. (See, it isn’t just breweries that
do it).
Those of you who have heard of Brogdale in Kent,
who have the national collection of apple and pear
trees, may not know that the cider apples and perry
pears were originally at the Government-funded
Long Ashton research Station in Bristol, and they
made their own cider as well.
In the East of England there was James White
Suffolk Cider, no longer producing. When this
Guide came out, it seemed that every other pub
in East Anglia was selling it. And in Herefordshire,
Westons was still producing and seen in many pubs
throughout the country. But by far the largest
number of outlets with cider (including a lot of offlicences) were stocking Bulmers, so some things
never change! Indeed, in those days Bulmers had
even owned a small number of their own cider
houses, which were sold off. The one at Quatt in
Shropshire is the only one still open, although now
independent.
But the list of producers who are no more is a long
one. A lot of cidermakers were also farmers, and
cider had been made for generations, and when they
retired or died there was often no-one to take over
the business. But luckily, as well as the hundreds of
new producers, some of the family businesses are
still there. So you can still say hello to makers like
Roger Wilkins and Derek Hartland, both cidermakers
in the old tradition, while welcoming all of the new
ones as well.
And I hope that they don’t mind me saying this, but
thank goodness that a lot of the newer producers
are just as eccentric as the old ones!
Mick Lewis
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EDITOR’S RAMBLINGS
Around 12 months ago I wrote an article about my
alcoholic adventures in Romania and Serbia and
how pleasantly surprised I had been at the standard
and variety of the beer (not to mention the very
inexpensive prices). I had hoped to be able to do
the same for my latest trip to Macedonia, Kosovo,
Albania and Montenegro where Andy Clough and I
had planned a road trip to take in three World Cup
qualifying matches between Macedonia and Israel,
Montenegro and Kazakhstan and Albania and Spain.
We flew out from Luton to Skopje, picked up our hire
car and headed for central Skopje, where we had no
luck in attempting to locate a bar worthy of our
attention. Sadly we were confronted with various
variants on a pils theme here. The Macedonians
seemed far more interested in erecting statues
than brewing decent beers and due no doubt to the
crippling unemployment rate (around 40% we were
told), everything was extremely cheap.
We stayed just the one night in Skopje before an
all day drive through three countries to get to
Podgorica, the venue of our second match where we
had a couple of nights booked at what proved to be
the best of the four hotels we stayed at, the Evropa,
which is a few hundred yards from the railway
and bus stations. Unfortunately poor quality lager
was on the menu here as well in both the hotel
we stayed at and the bar over the round from the
station. Podgorica (formerly known as Titograd) is
undoubtedly the most unimpressive capital city
I have visited, with no attractions worthy of the
name and singularly uninspiring architecture to
boot. The main square was overlooked by blocks
of flats from whose balconies some of the good
citizens were hanging their washing! Having said
that the Montenegrin people were very friendly and
there are some beautiful parts of the country to see
and although we spotted some towering mountains
we weren’t able to get to the coast which is where
most tourists head. We didn’t spot anything worth
drinking and it was noticeable that prices here (set
in euros) were higher than in our other destinations.
After the game in Podgorica we drove to Shkoder

in the north of Albania, not much more than an
hour’s drive away. Tirana is of course Albania’s
capital, but the National Stadium there has recently
been demolished and whilst it is being rebuilt
international games are being played in Albania’s
fourth biggest city –Shkoder - at a stadium recently
rebuilt to UEFA standards. Like the previous two
countries Albania does have its own breweries but
again we were only able to find pils type lagers in
the hotel we were staying at and at the ground.
Again we found the people very friendly and
everything inexpensive. We had hoped to have a
wander around the city in the afternoon (the game
did not kick off till the evening) in the hope of
finding a decent bar but so torrential was the rain
that we were forced to remain in the hotel bar.
The following day we returned to Macedonia and
again experienced such a horrendous journey (road
signs are something of a luxury in Kosovo!) that
when we eventually arrived at our guesthouse in
the outskirts we were didn’t have the energy or
enthusiasm to go into the city centre prior to a very
early departure from Skopje Airport the following
morning. Neither could we find the restaurant
which the guesthouse proprietor recommended to
us, so were reduced to drinking some truly appalling
canned lager from the supermarket over the road
from where we were staying.
In conclusion then, although all three countries
are well worth a visit don’t go there expecting any
decent beer; the more observant among you may
have spotted that I haven’t mentioned anything
about Kosovan beer, that is because we didn’t stop
long enough to have an alcoholic drink. The football,
for those interested, was of good quality and ended
Macedonia 1 Israel 2, Montenegro 5 Kazakhstan 0
and Albania 0 Spain 2. Spain were particularly good
but watch out for Montenegro who seem to have a
useful side at the moment.
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VIEW FROM BEHIND
THE MASHTUN - 38
IT’S FOR CHARIDEE, MATE.
I’ve noticed a trend for the last couple of years
for charities to run fundraising campaigns on the
theme of abstinence. There’s been Dry January
for a while and this seems to have been joined by
Dryathlon for October. I of course have no objection
to charities raising money for good causes, that’s
what they’re for but why oh why do they have to
come up with something which is centred on trying
to ruin the businesses of hard pressed landlords
and brewers? With everyone’s pantomime villains,
Mr Enterprise and Mr Punch on their backs and all
the other pressures of running a pub these days, I’m
sure landlords are really appreciating this!
Surely it is not beyond the wit of man to devise
a charity fund raiser which doesn’t actively hurt
someone else, or at least their business. What’s
happened to sponsored walks or parachute drops
or sitting in baths of baked beans. Even Mr Heinz
benefits from that one.

THE SHARKS ARE CIRCLING
It’s not that long ago that Sharp’s were a nice little
independent Cornish brewery, whose products we
occasionally saw in this part of the world. Then they
sold out to the multi-national monolith Coors, now
merged again to become Molson-Coors. Result –
Doom Bar on half the bars in the land.
Then Meantime Brewery based in Greenwich, the
clues in the name really, sold out to SAB Miller,
another international gobbler of breweries. Weirdly,
they sold it on to Asahi of Japan (No, me neither!).
They haven’t managed to foist their products on to
every other pub, at least not yet.
I see recently that our old friend SAB Miller have been
at it again, this time buying Camden Town Brewery.
Not sure where they’re from. It’s clearly becoming
a bit of a trend, presumably the big boys have come
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to realise that their image has been somewhat
tarnished by the worldwide phenomenon of micro
breweries producing interesting and innovative
beers and are now embarking on a buying spree
with the intention of polishing their reputation,
hoping we think these breweries are still little
independent companies. It’s an old trick mind you.
What or rather who next though? Another recent
development has been the purchase by that super
power in err… Cornwall, St Austell of Bath Ales of
(Aha, got you this time) Bristol. Also in that part of
the world Butcombe has been bought by Liberation
from the Channel Isles. Watch this space.

THE GIBBON STRANGLERS ARMS
Actually I’ve never seen a pub with that name, at
least not yet, but there are some wonderful weird
names out there. Some genuine old names and
some clearly contrived. In Coventry we used to
have the Elastic Inn, which I assumed when I first
encountered it, must be contrived, but there used
to be an elastic factory behind it apparently. A real
favourite of mine is The Kill on the Cat and Custard
Pot Day Inn at Shipton Moyne on the Wilts/Glos
border near Malmesbury.
Until recently the village of Friendly, near Halifax
had a Friendly Inn, I always imagined a miserable
surly landlord stood behind the bar in that particular
establishment.
Some favourite contrived ones are The Goat &
Tricycle (Bournemouth) Stoat & Radiator (Dawlish)
and Ferret & Firkin in the Balloon Up the Creek
(Chelsea). The now gone Climax pub in the City
Arcade was originally going to be called the Frog
& Nightgown apparently. They missed a trick there,
probably ahead of its time.
Paul Hamblett

7KH2OG:LQGPLOO

15th Century Traditional Pub
Seven Traditional Handpulls
One Gravity Fed Beer
Five Real Ciders
Famous Handmade Pork Pies

Live Music First and Last Friday of the Month
In Good Beer and Good Pub Guides 2015
The Old Windmill, 22 Spon Street, City Center, Coventry, CV1 3BA. Tel: 02476 251717
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BRANCH DIARY
LANDLORDS, email editor@coventry.camra.org.uk and tell us about your up
and coming events. You can even publicise them on our website by emailing
contact@coventry.camra.org.uk

COVENTRY CAMRA DIARY AUTUMN 2016
NOVEMBER
November 1st
Kenilworth survey. Meet at Clarendon Arms CV8
1NB to survey all Kenilworth pubs 8.30pm.

November 29th
Sedgley stroll. Meet at Coventry Station for train to
Wolverhampton then bus to visit pubs in Sedgley
6.30pm.

November 8th
Social at Gatehouse CV1 4AN 8.30pm.

DECEMBER

November 15th

December 6th

Branch meeting at Nursery Tavern CV5 8DA 8.00pm.

Social at the Rainbow CV5 9GT 8.30pm.

November 22nd

December 13th

Survey. Meet at The Old Shepherd CV6 2JJ, thence
to The Wallace and on to The Town Wall by bus.

Christmas Social at the Nursery Tavern CV5 8DA
8.30pm.
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YET MORE REASONS TO JOIN CAMRA

You are probably aware by now of the many reasons why
lovers of Real Ale should become a member of CAMRA
(along with the other 183,327 like-minded people). Did
you know that there are also a few financial incentives
to join:
•
£20 worth of JD Wetherspoon real ale vouchers
•
10% discount on all holidays booked with
cottages4you
•
15% discount on all holidays booked with UK BOAT HIRE
•
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products with
Cotswold Outdoor
•
10% discount on all holidays booked with Hoseasons
•
15% off coach travel with National Express
•
20% off all brewery tours and brew a beer days with
Red Letter Days
•
10% off all non-sale/non-offer products from
Toprooms.com
•
Save up to 52% off entry to the UK’s top attractions
•
10% discount at beerhawk.co.uk
Pubs around the country are offering CAMRA members special
money-off real ale deals. For details on discounts, please visit
the CAMRA website at www.camra.org.uk/benefits.
Also, there are a few local discounts available on
production of a valid CAMRA membership card:
•
20p/pint off all real ales at the PeepingTom, Burton Green
•
20p/pint off all real ales at the Burnt Post, Kenpas
Highway, Coventry
•
20p/pint off all real ales at the Holyhead, Holyhead
Road, Coventry
•
10% reduction on all pints of real ale at the Old
Windmill, Spon Street, Coventry

•

20p/pint off all real ales at the Open Arms, Daventry
Road, Coventry
•
20p/pint off all real ales at the Red Lion, Ansty Road,
Coventry
•
20p/pint off all real ales at Whitefriars, Gosford St.,
Coventry
•
20p/pint off all real ales at the Green Man, Warwick
Road, Kenilworth
•
Aardvark The Butts Coventry 10% reduction off all
real ales.
•
Castle Little Park Street Coventry 10%reduction in
all real ales
CAMRA, and the organisations offering these discounts,
reserve the right to withdraw any offer at any time
without warning.
You also get a monthly colour newspaper (What’s Brewing)
informing you of beer and pub news and detailing events
and beer festivals from around the country. You also get a
quarterly copy of the magazine ‘BEER’ which is packed with
superb features on pubs, beers and breweries. In addition,
you get free or discounted admission to the 160+ beer
festivals that CAMRA organise, including the Great British
Beer Festival and the National Winter Ales Festival.
An even greater advantage is the opportunity to become
involved in your local branch. This includes social events,
meeting new friends, working at beer festivals as well as
campaigning.
If this has finally persuaded you to join, a membership
form is included below, or join online at
www.camra.org.uk
Instruction to your Bank or
Building Society to pay by Direct Debit

of Two Halves

A Campaign

Fai
r
on deal
tax beer
now
!

Please fill in the whole form using a ball point pen and send to:
Campaign for Real Ale Ltd.
230 Hatfield Road, St.Albans, Herts AL1 4LW

Name and full postal address of your Bank or Building Society
To the Manager

Bank or Building Society

Address

Postcode

Save
Britain’s
Pubs!

Name(s) of Account Holder

Bank or Building Society Account Number Branch Sort Code

Join CAMRA Today
Complete the Direct Debit form opposite and you will receive 15 months membership for the
price of 12 and a fantastic discount on your membership subscription.
Alternatively you can send a cheque payable to CAMRA Ltd with your completed form, visit www.camra.org.uk/joinus or call 01727 867201.
All forms should be addressed to the: Membership Department, CAMRA, 230 Hatfield Road, St Albans, AL1 4LW.

Reference

Service User Number

9 2 6 1 2 9

FOR CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE LTD OFFICIAL USE ONLY

This is not part of the instruction to your Bank or Building Society

Your Details
Title

Surname

Single Membership

Forename(s)

Direct Debit

Non DD

£24

£26

Membership Number
Name

Postcode

(UK & EU)

Instructions to your Bank or Building Society

Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)

Joint Membership

Address

(Partner at the same address)

Please pay Campaign For Real Ale Limited Direct Debits from the account detailed on this
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. I understand that this
instruction may remain with Campaign For Real Ale Limited and, if so will be passed electronically
to my Bank/Building Society.

Postcode

£31.50

For Young Member and other concessionary rates please visit
www.camra.org.uk or call 01727 867201.
I wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale, and agree to abide by
the Memorandum and Articles of Association

Email address
Tel No(s)
Partner’s Details (if Joint Membership)
Title

£29.50

Surname

Date

Applications will be processed within 21 days

Forename(s)
Date of Birth (dd/mm/yyyy)
Email address (if different from main member)

Campaigning for Pub Goers
& Beer Drinkers
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Date

This Guarantee should be detached and retained by the payer.

The Direct Debit Guarantee

I enclose a cheque for
Signed

Signature(s)

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some types of account.

01/15

Enjoying Real Ale
& Pubs

Join CAMRA today – www.camra.org.uk/joinus

8LMW Guarantee is offered by all banks and building societies that accept instructions to pay by
Direct Debits.
-J there are any changes to the amount, date or frequency of your Direct Debit The Campaign for
Real Ale Ltd will notify you 10 working days in advance of your account being debited or as
otherwise agreed. If you request The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd to collect a payment, confirmation
of the amount and date will be given to you at the time of the request
-J an error is made in the payment of your Direct Debit by The Campaign for Real Ale Ltd or your
bank or building society, you are entitled to a full and immediate refund of the amount paid from
your bank or building society
- If you receive a refund you are not entitled to,you must pay it back when The Campaign For
Real Ale Ltd asks you to
=SY can cancel a Direct Debit at any time by simply contacting your bank or building
society.Written confirmation may be required. Please also notify us.
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